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The TGV Sud-Est represents the first generation of series trains in French high-speed rail-
way transport. With their classic orange livery, they became iconic after one of the trains
set a world record and brought the ‘Blue Ribbon of Rail’

to France.

January

The heavy tender locomotives of the 85 series, ten of which were procured for operation
on the Hoéllental railway, appear bulky yet harmonious. Already in the days of the Federal
Railway, the smoke pipes of 85 003 were being blown out.

February

The Class C, the smallest state railway Pacific locomotive, was known and valued as the
‘Schoéne Wirttembergerin’ (Beautiful Lady from Wirttemberg). The construction of these
engines ended in 1921 with C 2041. For public appeal, factory number 4000 was assigned,
and she was presented in the factory yard ready for the addition of floral decorations.

March

On 21 June 1931, Kruckenberg's Rail Zeppelin set a world speed record of 230.2 km/h,
which lasted for 24 years. We see it on its record-breaking ride between Hamburg-
Bergedorf and Berlin Lehrter Station.

April

151 023-9 looks almost brand new as it passes the photographer with a freight train. In
1973, this heavy freight locomotive seamlessly took over from the 150 series built up to
that point. It will soon undergo a change of its own, as its sisters will be delivered in ocean
blue and ivory livery in the near future.

May

V 300 001 was fortunate enough to be purchased by DB and served faithfully for many years
as a stand-alone unit. Here we see it in excellent condition in front of a lime train consisting
of dust silo wagons, which show far more signs of wear and tear.

June

The battery railcars known as ‘wall socket Intercitys’ were widely used. The 515 109-7, de-
signed in the 1950s, already shows off the new livery of the 1970s, which suits it rather well.
As seen here, it was sometimes used as a single unit.
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July

Cuba is synonymous with holiday spirit, nostalgic impressions and, of course, a great deal
of improvisation. It is precisely this improvisation that keeps the steam locomotive and the
diesel locomotive, once procured from the United States, running. Meanwhile, the operat-
ing personnel struggles with crocodiles, observed by curious macaws.

August

‘Vee Hundred’ can dress however she likes: she always looks good. That’'s why the 212
from DB Cargo also cuts a fine figure in traffic red as it catches our eye pulling Eanos
wagons from FR. Photo: Dirk Kuhimann

September

The number of ALCO PA1 locomotives with PB1s remained negligible at Santa Fe. How-
ever, this does not detract from their distinctive appearance, which is further enhanced by
the legendary Warbonnet livery. The blue-green lake water also provides a beautiful con-
trast as the train crosses the dam.

October

At the turn of the millennium, the 150 series reached the end of its service life, but some of
the engines were still repainted in the new Deutsche Bahn colours. Nevertheless, it is al-
ready visibly run-down and has also been smeared up with graffiti when the tireless work-
horse shows itself to the photographer.

November

The sugar beet harvest marks the end of the field crops and extends into winter. November
is the peak of the beet campaign, during which 323 905-4 is used here. The damaged Eo
017 earn their living in these services.

December

At the end of the 1960s, winters were still snowier and colder. This entices the family with
their little boy to go on a hike and sledge ride, which is briefly interrupted by the passing
of the V 36 237. Soon, the little family will become a family of four.
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