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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
I guess winter's over for good. Look outside and see how trees 
and bushes bloom, grow new leaves and bees buzz again. 
 
The short time of the cockchafer (May bug) is now upon us. For 
the model railway, this means a temporary turning away for many, 
because instead of modelling in the basement, the warmer 
weather pulls them outside. 
 
Enjoy this time, breathe in the spring air and think about what a spring layout might look like? Far too 
seldom this beautiful season finds its way into our creations. But what could be more impressive and 
fascinating than a flowering horse chestnut with its white, candle-like inflorescences? 
 
As editors, we have resolved to spoil you again this year with the ideas and works from our readers. Axel 
Pieke introduces us to his small layout Torstburg, which he himself quite simply calls “Test track on a 
square metre (Mark II)”. 
 
It is a successful proof of starting small and drawing new motivation from the result. Such a manageable 
project is also ideal for trying out new techniques or products as it is for gathering and deepening one's 
own experiences. 
 
If you do it like our author and venture to one’s own works, we will gladly report about it! In the further 
course of the year, we will also contribute a number of suggestions for layouts with which we would like 
to stimulate and inspire your imagination. 
 
By the way, temporarily putting the model railway aside is not a good idea: Märklin has just delivered a 
striking dream model with its class 236 diesel locomotive with roof cockpit in Nuremberg design, which is 
equipped with matching and still very recent freight cars. We took a close look at these in the latest issue. 
 
The season of spring fairs and exhibitions is not quite over yet. After the Faszination Modellbahn moved 
to Mannheim, the new products from the International Toy Fair were on show, and at the beginning of 
April they were also on show in Dortmund. Today we report on the premiere of the Faszination 
Modellbahn at the new location and next month on Intermodellbau. 
 
Also worth a visit are the many club exhibitions, one of which is sure to be near you. Markus Gaa and 
Jörg Hausmann have summarised how a trade fair was transformed into the Z scale meeting of US 
railways. 
 
The large modular system around the segments, most of which were designed by Peter Simon, was both 
an attraction and a meeting point. That's why it deserves its pages in this issue. Have fun reading!  
 
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Dirk Kuhlmann and Holger Späing 

Dirk Kuhlmann  Holger Späing 
Editor   Editor-in-chief 

 



Traininifi ������������	
������� 
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

April 2019 Page 3  www.trainini.eu 

 
 
 
Editorial 
Introduction ......................................................................................................................................... 2 
 
 

From the roof cockpit down ................................................................................................................ 4 
Test track on a square metre (Mark II) ..............................................................................................13 
 
 
 

Currently no items 

Currently no items 

Currently no items 
 
 

(not translated - only in German) 
Railway lines with challenges ............................................................................................................31 
Only for the discerning ......................................................................................................................33 

 
When model railways fascinate .........................................................................................................35 
A meeting of US Model Railroaders ..................................................................................................43 
Zetties and Trainini in Dialogue .........................................................................................................49 
 
 
Imprint .................................................................................................................................................59 
 
We thank Markus Gaa, Jörg Hausmann und Axel Pieke for their reports und the Eisenbahnstiftung for photos 
 
Date of publication of the German language version of this issue: 24 April 2019 

Cover photo: 
V 200 020 arrives in Torstburg with its passenger train. The 
station’s reception building seems familiar in its structures 
and yet somehow strange. Axel Pieke has consciously 
redesigned well-known kits for his layout and is now proud 
to present his results. 
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Shape variant of the series 236 
From the roof cockpit down 
 
The V 36 series brought a wide variety of variants to the tracks. Märklin has benefited from this 
and so do its customers, who are now allowed to put the fourth version on the rails. The latest 
version with the striking roof cockpit certainly arouses the appetites of many a Zettie. We have 
taken a look at the locomotive and cars from the newly delivered compilation and report herein 
our impressions. 
 
Märklin seems to be fully exploiting the wealth of variants of the diesel-hydraulic diesel locomotive of the 
V 36 series from earlier Wehrmacht stock. With the unique “Light Freight Train” (Art. No. 81772) for the 
MHI, the fourth version was recently launched on the market. 
 
Since the cars also still have an almost “fresh” construction, we take this as an opportunity for a closer 
look at the train set mentioned above. We have already extensively presented and tested the basic 
construction of Märklin's V 36 in Traininifi 9/2016. The strengths, weaknesses and mistakes of this model 
also apply in principle to this latest implementation. 
 

This means, for example, that the locomotive as a whole has a cohesive look, but its wheels are still too 
large in diameter and therefore seem out of place. The engine is driven unchanged by a bell-shaped 
armature motor with a small flywheel, which gives the model good slow running characteristics. After all, 
the model with a maximum speed of 60 km/h, and later only 55 km/h, was not a racing machine. 

236 123-6, the template for Märklin’s latest V-36 model, helps with the electrification work at Eutingen station on 4 September 1973. 
Photo: Wolfgang Bügel, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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As with all previous editions, the direction-dependent lighting, with warm white and red light-emitting 
diodes, is also convincing this time. The main lighting illuminates three lanterns in an exemplary manner, 
while the tail light illuminates just as correctly only the two lower lamps. 
 
As with the first edition for 
Insider Club members, the fo-
cus this time is also on Era IV. 
 
Nevertheless, there were still 
enough possibilities to distin-
guish the model from both hal-
ves of the “doppeltes Lottchen”. 
On these deviations we want to 
focus in large part our discus-
sion today.  
 
But let's start with the acid 
varnishing in silk matt appea-
rance and correct colours. 
 
The white operating labelling 
and the (still existing) factory 
plate in silver colour are applied 
to it by pad printing. 
 
The latter could no longer be 
printed flawlessly, but it is good to be able to recognize as such the Berliner Maschinenbau-Actien-
Gesellschaft (BMAG, formerly L. Schwartzkopf). Its model was built there in 1940 with the factory number 
11382. 
 
The imprinted last inspection date shows an investigation U2 in the AW Bremen, which was completed 
on 28.7.74. The inspection was completed on 28.7.74. The read off home at the BD Stuttgart fits to this 

236 123-6 also stands out clearly as a model from the first Epoch IV model in this series. It is accompanied by three low sided wagons 
of the Klm 441 type, to which suitable agricultural cargos are also supplied. 

This time, too, the flawless printing is beyond any doubt. Only the BMAG factory nameplate 
(detail enlargement above) is no longer flawless due to the larger metallic pigments. 
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last section of operation of 236 123-6: It was put back in the Bw Stuttgart on 14 December 1977 for repair 
and finally taken out of service on 30 March 1978. 
 
It is also worth mentioning that this time the high voltage electrical warning signs were printed on both 
sides of the engine hood and even in two colours with a red high-voltage sign on a white background. 
Whether it should be on the right side without a ladder remains open. The selected font of the locomotive 
number appears unusual, which already has caused some customers to doubt its correctness. 
 
 

 
The default standard font was DIN 1451 "Mittelschrift DB", but it was precisely this font that was frequently 
not used in the V 36. This even applied to this template, which even received its computer number in 
wide font. Märklin correctly took this into account on all four sides. The missing gap between the series 
number and the company number, which is also documented, also deviates from the standard. 
 
By the way, with this model Märklin has for the first time converted a locomotive of the V 361 subclass 
series from DB stock. Compared to the V 362 subclass, however, there are no external distinguishing 
features, as the number range was once assigned according to the type of engine used. 
 
A striking external feature, however, is the design of the cooling water expansion tank. In order not to 
restrict the locomotive driver's view, 236 123-6 had a flat design in front of which the locomotive number 
plate was emblazoned. 
 
In our opinion, Märklin made a mistake with the ladder on the left side of the vehicle: The DB retrofitted 
their machines with flaps, which covered the rungs and prevented a careless ascent under contact wires. 
The high voltage electrical warning arrow sign was always on the flaps. 
 

The high voltage electrical warning sign on the right long side at the front end of the bonnet makes no sense, because there is no 
possibility for personnel to climb up and therefore no danger of electric shock under contact wire (see also model photo on page 4). 
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The flap is unfortunately missing from the Märklin locomotive, although there is a suitable stamped part 
from the previous versions. The warning symbol is printed on the hood under the ladder instead. 
However, this error can certainly be overcome, otherwise it could be remeded by retrofitting parts. After 
all, this is a special prototype version, that should be in high demand. 
 

 
After all, 236 123-6 has a special feature that cannot be overlooked from afar: Its model was converted 
to one-man operation and was therefore from 26 February 1954 operated with a roof cockpit of the type 
Nuremberg. Since then, the locomotive has been at home throughout Bavaria at various depots before 
coming to Stuttgart in 1972. 
 
The prototype for the new model is, by the way, the only one of 21 prototype locomotives with a roof 
cockpit that survived. Today, it belongs to the Dampfbahn Fränkische Schweiz (DFS) and is used there 
for museum trips. Thus it fits, we see beyond the operating labelling of the seventies, and also it could 
be used as a locomotive in front of the passenger cars from the starting pack “Museum Passenger Train” 
(81871). 
 
Märklin has skilfully implemented this cockpit. It is a colourless, transparent injection-moulded plastic part 
that is cleverly printed or stencil-painted to reproduce the roof and window frame correctly. Even the 
windscreen wiper was inscribed on both front sides of the cockpit. At the front the wiper is guided from 
below, and at the back it has its pivot bearing at the top. 
 
The windows are quite matt in order to prevent a view into the cockpit, which is placed on the roof by 
snap tabs. The reason for this is probably that the cab ceiling has no opening in the area of the cockpit 
and the clear view could otherwise rob the illusion of an elevated control station. 
 
However, it seems attractive to us that the light from the locomotive lighting does shine through into the 
cockpit. If the model moves backwards, it looks like driver's cab lighting. If, however, the model is moving 
forward, the red light shimmering into the roof cockpit certainly raises questions. 
 

The windscreen wipers have also been printed on the roof cockpit. Correctly, they are guided from below on the front side and from 
above on the rear side. However, Märklin forgot the horn of the prototype directly in front of the driver’s cab, which was placed at a 
right angle to the direction of travel (photo left: cf. photo on page 4). 










































































































