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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
when I started to write these lines, the saying “as time goes by” shot through my 
head... 
 
Is it really autumn and Christmas not two months away again? The dealers are 
looking forward to the biggest sales of the year, Märklin will then be driving special 
shifts again and delivering more items. 
 
It's filthy outside - wet, but not cold (in Germany). This is what my friends at the regulars' table in Hamburg, 
who claim to know such a climate very well, call shitty weather. Experts say it must continue to rain until 
at least February 2020 in order to fully compensate for the loss of soil water after the record summer of 
2018 (again in Germany). 
 
I wouldn't object to that if we didn't all have to go to work more or less frequently through the rain, or even 
to go shopping. But otherwise we wouldn't miss anything outside and could turn more to the most beautiful 
hobby in the world. 
 
The Märklintage (Märklin days) in Göppingen certainly provided us with enough suggestions for this, and 
our volunteer helper Stephan Fuchs reports on them in detail and authentically in this edition. One result 
of the suggestions from outside is also the Glmehs50 boxcar, which we present to you from page 4. 
 
We detailed it a little and aged it really hard. And if you like it, we have even more of it: A Miba report on 
covered freight cars has just appeared, which accompanies the Carstens book reviewed today. 
 
The magazine is full of ideas for various train cars of almost all gauges and peppered with many original 
models. The book “Freight Train Cars Volume 1.2” again provides the theoretical fundament with 
descriptions and drawings. 
 
In the meantime, Dirk Kuhlmann has again intensively dealt with our main topic of the year, “Layout 
diversity”. The result of his impressions, translated into drawings and ideas, is a construction proposal 
based on the model of the terminal station of the Emsland line: North Dyke Pier. Once proud “steamers” 
and later diesel locomotives of the 220 series could be admired here. 
 
The number of letters to the editor and messages to the editor have also increased, because - as I wrote 
at the beginning - Christmas is approaching. But we also want to have a look offsides the tracks. 
 
To this we have also discovered a book about a true classic of delivery traffic, which successfully portrays 
the Mercedes-Benz L 319. And with the Convair CV-340 from KLM, we are commemorating a milestone 
in aviation. It's the mix that makes the difference and I hope it's just right this time again! 
 
And now, with that, I officially start the 2019/20 model building season... 
 
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Cover photo: 
The dirty 44 1754 snorts over one of the many goods bypasses of 
the Ruhr area, which lead past the settlements of the industrial 
workers.  It is hauling dirty, covered wagons, which are used for 
the transport of general cargo and food. 
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UIC standard wagon  
Hard to take 
 
When Mini Club was first presented at the International Toy Fair in 1972, a new DB covered car 
was included from the very beginning. And it has bravely fought its way through the programme 
to this day. Märklin recently gave it a product upgrade, and thus upgraded it for years to come. 
The new Miba Report, which accompanied the publication of a book, encouraged us to further 
refine the revised model, and also to give it visible everyday traces of aging  
 
At an early stage, the young Bundesbahn began to develop new wagon types to compensate for war-
related losses and to use modern materials in freight transport. After all, it played a very special role in 
the reconstruction process and the beginning of the economic miracle. 
 
Without its transport capacities, a return to a normal life was unthinkable: it removed rubble, transported 
building materials to the destroyed cities, and provided the necessary supplies by transporting animals 
and food. 
 
Immediately after 1945, the focus was initially still on the (makeshift) repair of lines of rolling stock, but it 
increasingly shifted to new production of proven models, partly with slight modifications to simplified war 
designs which were, therefore, not future-proof. 
 

However, new developments also began in peacetime Europe, the basic idea of which is comparable 
with those of the former association types of the German state railway administrations: Uniform principles, 
features and later, also, uniform types were to promote cross-border use. 
 
The aim was to ensure that foreign railway workers could also easily cope with the designs of their 
neighbours, employ them in international trains, and operate them safely. Only in this manner was it 
possible to form a common pool of wagons (“EUROP”) of the various European railway administrations 
in the 1950s. 

When the young DB launched its new construction programme, it turned to UIC standard types for freight wagons. The first covered 
wagon after their unification was the Glm(e)hs 50. The one photographed here in 1954 with the serial number 201 203 has been 
permanently connected to a three-axle Leig unit as a reinforcing wagon, but had not yet been redrawn. Built in 1953, it is one of the 
first delivery lots with board framework. Photo: Bustorff, Eisenbahnstiftung 
























































































































