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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
Before I sat down at the keyboard to write these lines, I couldn’t help but be amazed: 
we’ve now published no fewer than 250 issues of our magazine! Almost 21 years 
have passed since you first read Trainini®. 
 
And even though it sometimes feels like only yesterday that we started out, many 
little and big things constantly remind you, us and also me of how much time has 
actually passed. 
 
I can almost hear some readers saying to me in their minds that none of this can be taken for granted 
and that we have all shown great perseverance together. That may well be true, but what would Trainini® 
be without its readers? 
 
On behalf of all the editors, I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you for your loyalty, 
your praise and, at times, your critical comments. We have had the privilege of covering Z gauge for 
almost half of its time on the market and will continue to do so in the future. 
 
In doing so, we want to stay at the cutting edge, develop ideas, suggest models and, again and again, 
put them to the test. It is simply incredibly enjoyable to engage with small-scale model railways and report 
on them. 
 
We have all just experienced this once again at Intermodellbau in Dortmund. Our smallest gauge made 
a big appearance there, captivating the crowds and reinventing itself yet again. With Roggemann 
Modellwerk, a new small-series manufacturer has entered the stage and hit the mark perfectly. 
 
It wasn’t until I counted the pages of our edition that I realised just how much there was to see and 
experience. And none of it should have been left out. This really shows just how vibrant our event is, 
which went on to celebrate itself in Altenbeken a month later. 
 
But new products are also part of it, and there are currently so many that we need to plan the sequence 
of our reports carefully. We’ll start today with the Märklin OOtz 44 ore transport wagons, the 1928-type 
express train carriages, and the RAe TEE II will follow. 
 
With the coal-loading crane wagons – what a cumbersome term – from Franke WF, we’re exploring a 
market segment that has remained almost undiscovered until now, which is then complemented by its 
modern successor in the form of a diesel locomotive refuelling station. 
 
Somehow, this also fits in well with the milestone anniversary of our 250th issue: we are taking a deep 
dive into railway history, building a bridge to the present and even looking a little way into the near future, 
as the aforementioned new manufacturer is sure to be the focus of a review very soon. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading this issue and continue to count on your unwavering loyalty!  
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Mobile coal loading at the depot 
No Gaps in Supply 
 
Until now, there have been few options available in Z gauge between a large-scale coal-loading 
system and the standard coal crane from the Reichsbahn era. Franke WF, a small manufacturer, 
is now focusing on the topic of auxiliary coal loading. We take a look at their offerings and, before 
that, also examine the full-scale prototype. 
 
Every railway depot should have two independent methods of stoking a steam locomotive. In addition to 
the regular stoking facility, an emergency stoking system was used in the event of technical faults and 
during maintenance work. 
 
At small depots, which often had to supply only tender locomotives, emergency coal loading was 
frequently carried out using an excavator fitted with a grab bucket. In the GDR, in particular, this method 
of tender loading was not at all uncommon, alongside the use of simple conveyor belts. 
 

 
In large depots, such a solution would not have come close to being sufficient to get many tender-type 
locomotives back on the tracks on time. There, a standard coal crane often stepped in to fill the gap, 
thereby earning its keep. 
 
Mobile cranes, which were capable of driving themselves to pick up coal from the bunkers or an open 
goods wagon, offered a highly flexible solution, and also provided additional capacity during peak periods. 
In some places, a spare coal-loading crane wagon, powered by steam or electricity, was kept on standby 
for this purpose. Its appearance was reminiscent of the cranes used in track construction. 
 

Locomotive 01 103 from Rheine Depot, fitted with a new boiler, is being stoked by a coal-loading crane wagon in Münster on 30 August 
1962. Photo: Bernd Kappel | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Märklin itself took inspiration from the real-
life model of the grey-painted coal-loading 
crane wagon from Aalen depot (grey) with 
a green safety wagon (item no. 86571) in 
2009, and produced a model of it. 
 
With a rope hook carried over unchanged 
from the previous models of the Krupp-
Ardelt crane, this model was of little use 
without modifications of its own. The 
unchanged design of the jib also seems 
questionable. 
 
It would be another 17 years before a 
genuine alternative became a reality. But 
before we introduce it, let’s take a look at 
some more coal-loading crane lorries, as 
they were officially known. 
 
As standard workhorses, they came into 
increasing use towards the end of the 
steam era, as there were fewer and fewer 
steam locomotives to be stoked and 
stationary installations were increasingly 
being dismantled. 
 
They, too, were less often powered by 
steam, but all the more frequently by 
electricity as they travelled along the tracks. 
In the heyday of the steam locomotives, 
they were deployed wherever a bridge 
crane or gantry crane seemed too large. 
 
With their grabs, they were able to unload 
open wagons, fill bunkers, or tenders, and 
also handle slag, lime, or sand – making 
them truly versatile machines. To prevent 
them from tipping over when carrying heavy 
loads, their reach was strictly limited to 
10,50 m. 
 
That is why they were fitted with special, rigidly mounted high-reach booms, designed specifically to 
ensure this whilst also allowing high-capacity bunkers to be filled. In Z gauge, such a vehicle can therefore 
be easily combined with parts of Kibri’s Gremberg large coaling facility (item no. 36738). 
 
The included gantry crane can then simply be replaced and used elsewhere, for example, on a quay. We 
do not consider it particularly practical to combine the two cranes, as the gantry crane runs on its own 
tracks, whilst the coal-loading crane is a standard-gauge vehicle. 
 
Compared to a fixed installation, it must certainly have offered cost advantages, which explains its 
(apparent) increased prevalence towards the end of the steam era. In any case, a mobile crane was 

Towards the end of the steam era, this mobile coaling crane was in service 
at the Hamm (Westphalia) locomotive depot. In September 1975, it offers a 
view of the pulley guiding the supply cable; in the background, another 
crane stands ready. Photo: Benno Wiesmüller | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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quicker and easier to replace should repairs be needed. It could also be moved to the workshop, 
something that was not possible with fixed installations or would have required dismantling. 
 
Towards the end of the steam era, depots such as Duisburg-Wedau and Hamm (Westphalia) relied on 
mobile coal-loading cranes. In Münster (Westphalia, too), such a system had already played a central 
role by the 1960s. All the depots listed belonged to the Essen and Hanover Federal Railway Directorates 
(following the dissolution of the Münster Directorate), which were the last in Western Germany to still use 
steam locomotives. 
 
A good example of this is Bw Rheine, not far from Münster, which was the last steam locomotive depot 
of the German Federal Railways: here, a rapid transformation of the locomotives based there had already 
begun in the 1960s. 
 
In express train service, the Class 01 replaced the previously used Class 03, only to be replaced itself by 
the Class 0110 coal-fired locomotives (from 1968: Class 011) that had become available. This was merely 
a brief flash in the pan, for shortly afterwards their oil-fired sisters (from 1968: Class 012) took over the 
reins. 
 
In the case of freight locomotives, the Class 50 was phased out with the introduction of the Class 44 (in 
both fuel types). The duties of the versatile Class 41 had already, shortly before this, increasingly been 
taken over by the oil-fired units with high-performance boilers (from 1968: Class 042). Other classes, 
such as the 93 or 94, had already disappeared from Rheine earlier. 
 
In the early 1970s, the last 011 locomotives were taken out of service, leaving only the 012, 042, 043 
(formerly 44 Oil), and 044 (formerly 44 Coal) series in the depot’s fleet. As the capacity at Emden depot 
at the other end of the Emsland line was no longer being fully utilised, Rheine eventually transferred the 
entire 044 series there. 

continued on page 8 

On 29 December 1976, 051 255-8 topped up its water supplies at Duisburg-Wedau depot. The crane visible on the left of the picture 
was used for stoking. Photo: Joachim Schmidt | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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On 27 May 1969, 044 258-2 (ex 44 1259) was being stoked at Ehrang depot by the Beck & Henkel crane 30 80 947 0 013-2 (ex “Trier 
6612”; built in 1955). It was precisely this crane that served as the model for the Franke WF model. Photo: Wolfgang Bügel | 
Eisenbahnstiftung 
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As a result, Rheine Depot had become a facility exclusively for oil-fired steam locomotives. Coal was now 
only required for Class 023, 044 and 050 locomotives turning round here from Emden, which rendered 
the old supply facilities largely redundant. Consequently, only a mobile coal-loading crane was used here 
as well, which was entirely sufficient for the few bunkering operations in a working day, until it, too, 
eventually became redundant. 

 
 
A model of a loading crane truck 
 
As has already been mentioned, mobile solutions on this scale have, until now, tended to be somewhat 
neglected by manufacturers. This seems all the more surprising given that a steam locomotive depot with 
a turntable is something almost every model railway enthusiast would like to have. 
 
Many of the lines built using such facilities are also deliberately situated at the transition point between 
eras III and IV, in order to allow all three types of traction to operate side by side. Ironically, it was precisely 
on the key issue of coal supply that compromises could not be avoided. 
 
Franke WF, a small series manufacturer that utilises various 3D printing techniques, has now recognised 
this gap in the market and developed two models that can both complement and address this need. 
Which of the two vehicles is displayed depends not only on the buyer’s preferences but also on the theme 
of the layout. 
 

011 062-7, the last coal-fired steam locomotive at Rheine depot, is seen here on 8 May 1972 refuelling with coal using the mobile crane. 
It is loading the fuel directly from open wagons. To the right of the locomotive, a filling hose from the oil refuelling system can be 
seen. Photo: Burkhard Wollny | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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We will therefore provide a sufficiently detailed description of both models here. As a point of background, 
it is worth noting that suitable 1:87 scale models have been available in the Weinert range for many years. 
The demand for this market-dominating scale was therefore identified and met at an early stage. 
 
Franke WF has taken inspiration from the same models and has also produced suitable versions for the 
1:220 scale. The design for the “Wt 6620” reserve coal-loading crane also originates from Wuppertal and 
features a sheet-metal jib. 
 
Behind the crane operator’s cab, we can see a reel on the three-axle undercarriage with a swivel mount, 
holding the 35-metre-long electric cable used to supply power to the electric motor. This enabled the 
crane to travel along the track under its own power. 
 
Such drives were certainly powerful enough to move the vehicle at just under walking pace. However, 
they could also be disconnected from the axles to enable the crane to be towed by locomotive power. 
 
This is precisely what is irrelevant to the model, which is why the distracting system couplings have been 
omitted. An added buffer beam gives the miniature a much more delicate and refined appearance, 
bringing it considerably closer to the full-scale prototype. Buyers may also wish to consider ‘glazing’ the 
cab windows using Kristal Klear. 
 
One particularly well-designed feature is the grapple supplied with the machine. Franke WF offers a range 
of options here: buyers can choose between a closed or open bucket, and a movable version is even 
available at an additional cost. 

 
continued on page 11 

The Franke WF coal-loading crane cars are delivered to the customer with the clamshell grabs supplied loose, while the crane boom 
is already rigged. The buyer determines the desired height themselves. 
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Once the desired length of cable has been determined, it is roughly cut to size and glued to the last spool (top image). Uhu’s LED-
Light Booster photo-curing adhesive works extremely well for this task. Once the adhesive has set, any protruding bits of enameled 
wire are then trimmed off (bottom image). The cranes are then ready for use. 
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However, it is not usually firmly attached to the model when it arrives at the customer’s premises. The 
cables on the crane are modelled using black copper wire and are securely attached right up to the last 
pulley, whereas the bucket arrives with loose cable replicas. 
 
This feature allows model railway enthusiasts to freely determine and set the height at which their shovel 
is to hover or rest. It can thus be individually adjusted to the fill level of a hopper, the sides of an open 
goods wagon, or even a slag channel. 

 
Once the desired position – and therefore the correct length of cable – has been selected, the loose ends 
of the strands are trimmed with scissors and secured to the last pulley on the boom with a drop of 
adhesive. We have found the “Uhu LED-Light Booster” repair adhesive to work well for this. 
 
The above description applies equally to the coal-loading crane. The rigid jib rises high above the crane 
operator’s cab. It is characterised by its lattice structure, which bends slightly just above the midpoint. At 
its end is an accessible platform, reached via a ladder and steps mounted on the side of the jib. 
 
The main inspiration came from Beck & Henkel AG in Kassel, which was also responsible for the 
aforementioned crane model. Both share not only the same chassis but also an identical superstructure, 
differing only in the booms fitted. 
 
Whilst the reserve coal-loading crane truck bears a resemblance to the rail-mounted cranes also 
manufactured by Krupp-Ardelt, its tall lattice-structure boom gives it a very distinctive appearance. 

 
 
 
 

continued on page 13 

The Beck & Henkel coal-loading crane can now be put into operation and take over the duties of the decommissioned, stationary coal-
handling system, which is likely to be dismantled very soon. 
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It is so striking that it certainly stands out at the depot and cannot be overlooked. This also allows the fine 
details – some of which we have already mentioned – to be fully appreciated: replicas of the drawbar and 
coupler, brake hoses and shunting steps. For this reason, it should not be handled by its ends, so that it 
remains in this condition and no small parts break off. 
 
If you like, you can also add lettering to your model using decals to enhance it further. Of course, this 
also depends on where it is displayed and the type of presentation chosen. The miniature looks good 
even from a distance, so lettering is often not necessary. 

 
Overall, we see two successful models that also demonstrate the intricate details that can be achieved 
with 3D printing today. Only the finish on our pre-production samples left a little to be desired, though this 
is something the customer could easily sort out themselves. 
 
In addition to its meticulous craftsmanship, the model also demonstrates a keen eye for identifying a gap 
in the market. The Beck & Henkel coal-loading crane truck is therefore nominated for the 2026 New 
Releases of the Year award in the Accessories category. 

Order enquiries to the manufacturer: 
Franke.wf[at]web.de 
 
Providers of inpatient alternatives: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
https://modellbau-laffont.com 
https://www.noba-modelle.de 
https://viessmann-modell.com 

The Wuppertal Wt 6620 reserve coal-loading crane is also performing well in service. It is used for emergency coal loading and also 
covers peak periods at the depot. 
 
Photo on page 12: 
Our Beck & Henkel coal-loading crane wagon is fitted with a Franke WF movable bucket. This allows us to display it with either an 
open or closed grab (see photos on pages 9 and 11). 
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Märklin- OOtz 44 open-top wagon  
Very close Relatives? 
 
The prototype for the OOtz 44 was developed in 1944 as the Donawitz variant from its 
predecessor, which was later designated the OOtz 43. Both types were therefore closely related 
and shared many common features. Does this also apply to the new models, which were produced 
15 years after their sister variant? We took a closer look. 
 
Whilst large-capacity self-unloading wagons were developed after 1945 for universal use, designed to 
carry coal, coke and ore alike, the Reichsbahn had pursued a completely different objective before and 
during the war. In the war economy, the priority was to save materials. 
 
As the self-unloading wagons were still relatively new and their optimal basic design had by then been 
established, they needed to be adapted to the specific weights of the intended cargo. This led to the 
development of variants with a lower body, designed for the transport of high-density bulk goods. 

 
We had already featured the OOtz 43 wartime design and its Märklin model in Trainini® 11/2011. It was 
based on the standard length of its predecessor, later designated OOt 41 (overall length 10.00 m), but 
had a significantly lower body height.  
 

Robust self-unloading wagons have always been in demand in the railway sector. Here, in 1964, the new DB OOt 50 universal wagons 
are being put to good use in the construction and extension of the A7 motorway. Photo: Helmut Först | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Originally designated OOt Saarbrücken, the OOtz 43 wagons, which were built from 1941 onwards, 
became the most important ore wagons thanks to the large number produced; however, their towering 
hopper cones also made them suitable for transporting coal. Their appearance was highly distinctive, as 
the height and shape of the wagon body stood out clearly from those of the coal wagons. 
 
However, for the transport of ore from Linz to the Ruhr, the Reichsbahn sought even more specialised 
freight wagons that would enable a further reduction in the amount of material used. Thus, between 1944 
and 1948, Siegener Eisenbahnbedarf AG (SEAG) supplied a total of 45 wagons of the “Donawitz type”, 
which were also classified under the Saarbrücken class. 
 
Almost all carriages with a floor height of just 2.90 m were incorporated into the fleet of what later became 
the Bundesbahn, which designated them as OOtz 44. The chassis, underframe and hatches were 
identical to those of the OOtz 43, but unlike that model, they were made from St 37 rather than St 52. 
What they had in common was the use of welding techniques to reduce weight. 

 
All the carriages were fitted with standard drawbar couplings and pressed-sheet bogies. The key 
distinguishing feature compared to the OOtz 43 was the even lower body, which, moreover, did not have 
smooth outer walls but featured vertical struts. In operational terms, this design was of little significance 
due to the small number of units produced. Nevertheless, the last examples were not withdrawn until 
1974; the fleet had remained fairly constant until the 1960s. 
 
Before we turn our attention to the new Märklin models, we would like to briefly remind you of the 
significance of the ‘Erz’ lettering on the wagon bodies: the word ‘Erz’ indicated that a particular type of 
wagon was suitable for transporting ore. This was regularly the case with large semi-trailer wagons. 

We have been unable to find any photographs of an OOtz 44, but in the freight train hauled by 50 2296 on 2 June 1962, four-axle ballast 
wagons and ore wagons of the sister type OOtz 44 follow in turn behind the Pwgs-54 freight baggage van. The steam locomotive from 
Limburg (Lahn) depot has just passed the entry signal at Hofheim (Taunus). Photo: Karl-Ernst Maedel | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Depending on the height of the side panels, a Roman numeral was added: III for high side panels, II for 
a low upper body, and I for the version seen on the OOtz 44. From an operational perspective, this 
indicated whether and to what extent the load limit was a determining factor, or whether the load volume 
could be utilised. 

 
The letter “d” appended to the number indicated bogie carriages, as four-axle vehicles were initially still 
fitted with steering axles at the start of the 1930s. These additional markings soon became superfluous 
for the Bundesbahn, but in some cases remained in use until the end of the carriages’ service life. 
 
 
Surprising designs 
 
When Märklin announced its set of four DB OOtz 44 bulk self-unloading wagons (item no. 82710) as part 
of its spring 2026 new releases, we could hardly believe it: the product descriptions stated that they were 
a new design. 
 
This is not immediately obvious, as the prototypes were directly derived from the OOtz 43 and closely 
related to that design. They therefore share the same key dimensions (with the exception of the height) 

and, apart from the upper body, also have 
exactly the same appearance. 
 
So, what could be more natural than to 
base this model on its predecessor, given 
that its design surely already takes this into 
account? 
 
So we prepared for this test by taking 
another look at the Insider 2011 Year-End 
Special (80321). 
 
It was to be expected that it would have 
identical features and that only its coupler 
would be different. 

Dimensions and specifications for the OOtz 44 (Fad 165) model of the DB: 
   
   Prototype  1:220  Model 
 
Length over buffers (LüP) 10.000 mm 45,5 mm  45,1 mm 
Bogie wheelbase   1.800 mm  8,2 mm    8,0 mm 
Centre pivot distance  4.850 mm 22,0 mm  21,4 mm 
Buffer length      650 mm  3,0 mm   2,5 mm 
 
Maximum width (including flaps) 3.120 mm 14,2 mm  14,5 mm 
Height above rail head  2.900 mm 13,2 mm  13,7 mm 
 
Curb weightt   19,7 t   ---   6,7 g 
 
Loading space   35 m³ 
Maximum authorised speed  80 km/h 
 
Years of manufacture  1944, 1948 
Number of units procured  45 units 

Märklin is launching four of its new OOtz 44 self-unloading wagons (item no. 82710) bearing the inscription “Erz Id”. 
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The short coupler, which has since become standard and was also featured in the announcement of this 
new release, did not appear until 2012 with the 82800 carriage set. 
 
But far from it: on all sides of the carriage and inside as well, we can see clear differences that actually 
suggest a complete redesign. Why this approach was taken, remains unclear for the time being. 
 
We would therefore like to take a closer look at these four freight wagons. Their bodies are made of 
plastic, are generally more finely detailed than the OOtz 43 and, as we would have expected, are marked 
with different registration numbers, true to the prototype. 
 

Flawless printing, a recessed card index box (left; see also the reference photo on page 15) and a brake control lever in the centre of 
the step, which has not, however, been highlighted in colour, are the key features of this new design’s attractive appearance. 

A comparison with the RAL colour chart confirms that the new model is painted in the correct shade 8012 reddish-brown, as originally 
specified by the DB. 
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The key dimensions we have taken from the models correspond quite closely to the original. All deviations 
are well under 1 mm and are therefore not visible. To some extent, these are likely to be attributable to 
standard measurement tolerances. 
 
Overall, it seems to us that all the features of the prototype have been faithfully reproduced; the overall 
impression is spot on, and not just in terms of the dimensions. Even inside, in the lower section of the 
flaps, we find some engravings, though these are bound to disappear during actual operation, as these 
wagons are practically made for carrying suitable cargo. 
 
Incidentally, the low-profile body isn’t attached; it forms a single unit with the underframe. What is striking, 
however, is that the buffers appear too light in colour despite being black-plated. They should be jet black 
and not stand out. We don’t see that with Märklin, by the way. 

Another key feature of the model is the single-sided shunting platform. Unlike its predecessor, however, 
this was not produced using a stamped part; instead, it was manufactured using injection moulding. 
Similarly, the handbrake wheel on the end panel is not attached as a separate part, but is moulded directly 
onto the body. 
 
This is probably why neither part has been painted black, as would be required by DB’s painting 
regulations, but has instead been painted in the body colour (RAL 8012 reddish brown). The handwheel 
could well be a little more refined, but it is barely visible when the train is in formation. 
 
On the opposite end, it is all the more striking that the area beneath the bogies has not been modelled 
as an opening this time. Unlike the prototype, we see a closed-off section there that looks like a welded 
sheet metal panel. The buffer plates are larger than on the year-old model (80321) and thus reflect the 
other developments of the last ten years. 
 

continued on page 21 
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Constructive differences between OOtz 44 (on the left in each photo) and OOtz 43 (on the right) can be seen from all angles. This also 
applies to the photograph on page 19: the recesses in the bodywork for the hoppers are not identical (page 19), and the handbrake 
wheel and shunting platform are designed completely differently (top photo). 
 
Whilst on the OOtz 43 (“Erz IId”) the metal hoppers also form the body of the wagon (middle photo), the OOtz 44 features a running 
gear frame (bottom photo) which takes on this function – invisible to the observer whilst in operation. 
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The paintwork on the models is consistently neat, free from dust particles and finished in the correct 
colour. The operating inscriptions have been applied using white, black and red ink via pad printing. 
 
Based on the inspection records and dates, the carriages can be dated to 1951. The subsequent 
inspections of the roller bearings also correspond to the actual configuration of the bogies fitted. 
 
Incidentally, the brake system used was the then highly advanced two-stage Hildebrand-Knorr brake 
(Hik-Br), for which replica brake control levers are also available. However, the reference to this type on 
the underframe is barely legible, being written in red on a black background. Nevertheless, it is true to 
the original, as it is also of operational significance. 
 
The following details differ from the 2011 OOtz 43 model and underscore Märklin’s claim regarding fine 
detailing: the aforementioned changeover lever is reproduced in the centre of the carriage body between 
the ladder rungs, whereas it was absent on the comparable model. 
 

We’ve also found the card index box this time, and it’s even been beautifully engraved rather than simply 
printed. In addition, the lantern holders typical of the era have been moulded onto the top section, which 
in theory also allows end-of-train signs to be attached there. 
 
The saddle inside the carriage is not used here as a separate weight, but has become part of the design. 
The weight of the carriage remains concealed and is not immediately apparent. 
 
The new design also made it possible to give the partition in the middle of the wagon (perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis) a pointed end this time, whereas on the OOtz 43 it was simply depicted as a blunt 
end. On the prototype, this small feature ensured that the load slid completely into the saddle area and 
was unloaded. 
 
 
True-to-life use 
 
The question of how these new carriages can be put to good use on the layout has remained unanswered 
so far. After all, even on a small scale, the four of them do not make for a credible block train. We have 
not been able to find any photographs of the real-life models, given their limited circulation. 

The overall look is harmonious, and the engraved details really enhance the models. The sloping sides of the central partition in the 
carriage body are also convincing – the OOtz 43 model did not feature them (see photo on page 20, centre). 
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However, the total number of carriages would only have been sufficient for two ore trains, provided that 
they were to be formed into homogeneous units. We therefore consider this unlikely, particularly as 
shunting was still a regular occurrence in the 1950s, meaning that trains were broken up and 
reassembled. 

 
Following the introductory reference photograph, which shows two carriages of the sister type OOtz 43, 
we tend to assume that these carriages, too, were added to bulk goods trains as required. 
 
They are suitable for breaking up the composition of a train when an ore transport is formed from OOtz 
43 (Ore IId), OOtz 44 (Ore Id) and the new DB-built OOtz 50 (Ore IIId) wagons. It should also be plausible 
to include individual wagons or a group of them in a mixed freight train, for example when coke or coal 
needed to be transported to a local fuel wholesaler. 
 
All in all, we’re left with a very positive impression. This new release took us by surprise and represents 
a significant step up from the equally impressive OOtz 43. Whilst they were of little practical significance, 
as models they offer a welcome change of pace. 
 
 We are therefore keen to see what variants and combinations Märklin will present to us in the coming 
years. The only exception we will have to make is the Reichsbahn in the GDR. 

Here, the new wagons are coupled at the front of a block train and are running as part of an ore shuttle service towards the Saarland. 
Occasionally, however, they will also be found as individual wagons or groups of wagons in transfer trains. 

Manufacturers of the models: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
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Archistories' diesel locomotive refuelling station 
Modern Fuel Supply 
 
With its bonus gift to complement orders for Märklin’s Insider Club Model 2025, the 1zu220-
Shop has scored a winner. Not only does the kit complement the diesel multiple unit perfectly, 
but the contractor, Archistories, has also produced a flexible and visually flawless model. We’ll 
show you how to ensure your build is a success. 
 
Traditionally, train depots have been a favourite subject among model railway enthusiasts. Until now, the 
focus has mostly been on the steam locomotive era, with roundhouses and turntables featuring as central 
elements. However, modern traction has its own appeal, as has already been demonstrated by various 
products on the market. 
 
We recall, for instance, a larger Märklin refuelling station with two horizontal tanks, which were available 
as polystyrene kits back in the early Mini-Club days. Weinert Modellbau has also recognised the appeal 
of such refuelling points and has brought to the market its brass parts kit ‘Diesel Refuelling Station 
Dörzbach. 

 
Archistories has taken a different approach, producing the ‘DB Netze’ diesel filling station (item no. 
101251) as a commissioned model for the 1zu220 shop. The client recently distributed it as a free gift to 
its own customers who had ordered the 2025 Insider Club model from the shop. 
 
This is yet another refuelling facility for mainline diesel locomotives and multiple units, which is why it is 
a perfect match for the model with which it was released. It is based on a modern refuelling station 
operated by DB Netze, and therefore belongs to Model Railway Era VI, to which the aforementioned 
Märklin model corresponds. 

DB Cargo’s shunting locomotive 360 159-8 during refuelling operations. Other modern vehicles, such as the class 628/928 diesel 
multiple unit – for which this Archistories kit was released as a bonus gift – are also at home here. 
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It has been produced as a modern hardboard kit, with laser-cut parts. The fuel tank, complete with railing 
and fittings, and the petrol pump are 3D-printed resin parts supplied by Z-Doktor Modellbau, a 
manufacturer that is currently inactive. A special feature of the kit is that it offers two mounting options: 
one for Märklin track and the other for Rokuhan track. 
 
Armed with this preliminary information, it’s time to get started. The first step in any project is always to 
read the instructions carefully. Even those with extensive experience of this manufacturer’s kits should 
not skip this step. The two alternative assembly options are worth mentioning here as a reminder. 
 
Once we have familiarised ourselves with any special features and recommendations, it is time to check 
that the kit is complete. After all, even with the utmost care, things can sometimes go wrong, which is 
why a part might be missing or, on closer inspection, turn out to have a fault. Should this be the case, 
any supplier will no doubt provide a prompt replacement. 
 
In our case, everything fits perfectly, so we’re already moving on to the next step. We’ve laid out the 

necessary tools – as specified in the instructions and 
based on our own experience – so that they’re within easy 
reach. Today, for the first time, we’re using Kittifix 
adhesives to gain some experience with them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Available only indirectly 
The kit has been developed exclusively for the 1:220 Shop 
and is only available there. At present, it is not sold there as 
a standalone product, but is included as a free gift with 
orders of the 2025 Märklin Insider Club model. 

The kit, recommended and necessary tools, and adhesives – all prepared. We can now start assembling! 
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Editor's tip  
 
We’d also like to share a helpful tip from Ralf Junius, which he explains in episode 53 of Trainini TV, (the 
episode accompanying this report): we lay out all the cardboard sheets on a large sheet of paper and 
write down the letter specified in the instructions for each sheet. 
 
This significantly speeds up the process of locating and identifying all the parts. As most components can 
be clearly identified from the illustrations, the part number often becomes secondary; otherwise, it can be 
quickly identified from the first few pages. On traditional injection-moulded parts, these numbers are often 
found on the sprues; this is exactly what we aim to replicate here as closely as possible. 

 
We can now go ahead with the first stage of the build. The base plate for the refuelling station is made 
up of three parts. It marks the positions of the fuel pump, the shelter and the fuel tank. To assemble the 
parts, we use the cardboard model glue from the Kittifix range, as there are large areas to be glued. 
 
We hadn’t expected that a transparent part (component D), pre-cut with lighting technology and designed 
to be folded, would form the core of the shelter. The plastic material used here requires a general-purpose 
adhesive instead. Today we’re using the solvent-free Kittifix universal adhesive, though the solvent-based 
equivalent (all-purpose adhesive) might actually be even better. 
 
In the second of just four construction stages, the first task is to build a platform, which is to be positioned 
on the opposite side of the track. Simulated grating on the top suggests that fuel residues would drain 
away here (into the oil separator). 

 
 
 

continued on page 27 

In episode 53 of Trainini TV, editor Ralf Junius suggests laying out the parts sheets on a sheet of paper and labelling them with the 
letters assigned to each one in the instructions. This makes it easier to quickly identify the parts you’re looking for during assembly 
and is particularly useful for this project, which offers two alternative build options. 
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Key steps at a glance: 
 
The base plate is made up of three layers of cardboard. Next, the transparent plastic panel for the shelter is attached using a universal 
adhesive (Step 1). The running surface for the other side of the track – shown here is the top side with a simulated grating pattern –
is also constructed from three layers. It is important to align these layers neatly on the flat surface (Step 2), as the top layer will 
protrude over the sleeper strip and cover it. Next come the cardboard walls of the shelter and the frame of the tank tray (Step 3). Glue 
is applied very sparingly here.  
 
Meanwhile, the sheet with the template markings is rapidly becoming empty (Step 4). The base plate and running surface now need 
their side panels fitted (Step 5). Next comes the roof, which consists of a solid base plate to which glue is also applied so that the 
sheet metal replica can be attached (Step 6). 
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This component is made up of three layers of cardboard (or six, if Rokuhan track is used). To ensure that 
all the parts fit together perfectly, it is particularly advisable to carry out a dry-fit test at this stage. 
 
Model railway enthusiasts should first ensure that they have correctly identified the sides that are to be 
flush with the edges when finished. To ensure that these can be joined together reliably, a flat work 
surface or tabletop should be used as a guide. Separate weights, cut at a perfect right angle and with 
straight edges, can also be useful tools here. 
 

 
The next step is to attach the two end walls to the shelter. Once again, a general-purpose adhesive is 
used to bond the plastic and cardboard parts securely and permanently. 
 
Gluing the back panel in place is already part of step 3 in the instructions. We then continue by attaching 
the outer panelling to the base plate and also the counterpart on the other side of the track. It is important 
here, once again, to note the chosen layout variant and to cut out the parts intended for it from the sheets: 
the parts for ballast less tracks can be found on sheet V, those for the Rokuhan variant with its plastic 
track bed on sheet L. 
 
A piece of stiff cardboard also needs to be glued onto the base plate. This is a frame that surrounds the 
small tray in which the fuel tank will ultimately be positioned. On the real-life model, this serves to catch 
fuel in the event of a leak. There is no guide for this on the base plate, nor is the exact installation position 
marked by a fine engraving. 
 
This isn’t a problem, as all the inner surfaces must be flush with the tank wall. A dry fit helps to get a good 
idea of this before applying a thin layer of cardboard glue using the tip of a toothpick. 

The only part in the kit that is intended for both body variants is the long railing behind the fuel tank and the operator’s shelter. It 
should be cut to size as shown in the instructions before cutting it out. 
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The grand finale 
 
Step 4, which follows, marks the completion of our work, but there is still quite a bit to do before we get 
there. However, many of the cardboard parts we need are no longer included in the sheets – most of 
them are from the assembly option we did not choose. 
 
We’ll start by gluing the petrol pump in place, as the interior of the shelter is still easily accessible without 
the roof. Once again, we’ll use the all-purpose glue, which will also be used later for the fuel tank and its 
fittings. The roof, which is fitted on top afterwards, consists of two parts: a thick layer of cardboard with 
openings for the spouts on the outer walls. If everything lines up properly, we’ve done a good job. 
 

 
After applying cardboard model glue, we then attach the thin roof sheeting. The top side features a 
corrugated texture, as is common with modern metal sheets for channelling and draining rainwater. 
 
Now we cut out the grating (part H4) for the area between the rails and the remaining handrail sections. 
The longest of these three parts (H5) is intended for both assembly variants, but in our case it needs to 
be shortened using a sharp craft knife. To do this, we place it on the cutting mat and trim it to size with a 
firm but well-aimed cut. 
 
The instructions show exactly how to make the cuts. For all three railing components, it is advisable to 
carry out a dry-fit test. This will allow you to check whether the holes for the posts are clear and large 
enough. If this is not the case, a needle or a small HSS twist drill bit can help to widen the holes to the 
correct size. 
 

The petrol station and the walkable area on the other side of the track are now complete following the installation of the fuel pump 
and fuel tank. All that remains is to cut out the grating sections, after which the installation will be finished. 
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Once this has also been successfully completed, all that remains is to glue the fuel tank into the hull – a 
final job for the all-purpose adhesive. There is no need to apply any markings, as Z-Doktor Modellbau 
supplied this part fully painted and marked. 

 
If you wish, you can of course change the base colour beforehand and remove the lettering first. It should 
also be borne in mind, however, that this is a very modern fuel system, as is evident from the spill 
containment facilities, which are now a key environmental requirement. 
 
In the days of the German Federal Railways, diesel locomotive refuelling stations looked quite different. 
Märklin had once chosen a design based on this. We should therefore note here that, taken as a whole, 
there are – or have been – three different refuelling options for Zetties. However, each of them is of a 
different size and is intended for different time periods (eras). 
 
We therefore see this not only as a high-quality, well-designed kit with 
versatile applications, but also as an extremely useful addition to the 
existing Z gauge range across all manufacturers. We are recognising this 
with a nomination for our 2026 New Releases of the Year award in the 
Accessories category. 

The diesel locomotive refuelling station is now in place and ready to start operating, ensuring that the models do not run out of fuel. 

Exclusive supplier: 
http://www.1zu220-shop.de 
 
Manufacturer of the kit: 
https://www.archistories.com 
 
Tools and materials: 
https://kittifix.de 
https://www.mozart-blades.com 
https://peter-post-werkzeuge.de 
 
Trainini TV – Episode 53: 
https://www.youtube.com/TraininiTV 
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Note for English readers: The literature section that follows is not translated into English because the 
original texts of the books involved are in the German language. The original German is left here for 
information purposes only. 
 
 
Baureihe 111 der Bundesbahn 
Die E 10 in Version 2.0 
 
Als letzte konventionelle Ellok der Bundesbahn ging die Baureihe 111 in die Geschichte ein. Sie 
überbrückte die Zeit bis zur Serienreife der Drehstrom-Asynchrontechnik und stillte den Bedarf 
an weiteren Maschinen der Baureihe 110. Doch sie war mehr als ein Lückenbüßer, wie das 
vorliegende Buch belegt. 
 
Michael Dostal 
Die Baureihe 111 
Der letzte E-Lok-Klassiker der Deutschen Bundesbahn 
 
Transpress Verlag 
Stuttgart 2025 
 
Gebundenes Buch 
Format 21,9 x 29,7 cm 
176 Seiten mit 250 überwiegend farbigen Illustrationen und Fotos 
 
ISBN 978-3-613-71745-9 
Best.-Nr. 71745 
Preis 34,90 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Michael Dostal, ein erfahrener und für Transpress aktiver Autor, 
hat die Geschichte der Baureihe 111 aufgearbeitet. Erschienen 
ist das vorliegende und nun zu besprechende Buch bereits zum 
Beginn des zweiten Quartals 2025. 
 
Damit hat es nur knapp das Jubiläumsjahr des behandelten Loktyps verpasst, denn die Baureihe 111 
wurde 2024 unglaubliche 50 Jahre alt. Sie dürfte das Farbschema Ozeanblau-Elfenbein ein und stand 
so gewissermaßen für einen Aufbruch. 
 
Trotzdem war sie alles andere als innovativ, gewiss aber robust. Denn zum Zeitpunkt des Erscheinens 
dieses Buches und erst recht aus der heutigen Perspektive ist so etwas wie ein Dinosaurier auf Schienen: 
die letzte Ellok-Baureihe der Bundesbahn mit einer noch größeren Zahl betriebsbereiter Exemplare. Ja, 
wir müssen sogar überlegen, ob sie bei der DB AG inzwischen nicht sogar absolut die einzige Baureihe 
ist. 
 
Ihre Existenz erscheint im Rückblick durchaus etwas verblüffend: Einerseits bestand Bedarf an einigen 
weiteren Schnellzuglokomotiven, an einen Weiterbau der rund 20 Jahre alten E 10 mit ihren bekannten 
Schwächen der Drehgestelle war aber nicht mehr zu denken. 
 
In wenigen Jahren sollte die Drehstromlok Serienreife erlangen und die Ellok endgültig revolutionieren. 
Doch bis dahin wollte die Lokindustrie mit Aufträgen versorgt werden, um einem drohenden 
Arbeitsplatzverlust entgegenzutreten. 
 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2026 Page 31 www.trainini.eu 

So entstand die Baureihe 111 zunächst als technisch überarbeitete 110 mit neuen Drehgestellen, in die 
nur begrenzte Investitionen fließen sollten, als wirtschaftspolitische Maßnahme. Doch schon bald sollte 
sich das Blatt wenden: Im Rhein-Ruhr-Raum fiel die Entscheidung zu Gunsten lokbespannter S-Bahn-
Züge und die Serienreife der Baureihe 120 wurde 1985 festgestellt. 
 
Nun konnte die Bundesbahn auf ihre Lückenbüßerin zurückgreifen und stellte in mehreren Bauserien bis 
1984 insgesamt 227 Exemplare in Dienst. Das war eine durchaus beachtliche Zahl und eine gute 
Voraussetzung für einen langen Betriebsdienst. Mit ausgereifter Technik sollte sie sich ja eben auch als 
solide erweisen. 
 
Diese Rahmendaten machen zugleich deutlich, dass die fleißige Arbeiterin auf Deutschlands Schienen, 
ein Portrait mehr als verdient hat. Natürlich gab es schon welche, sei es in Form von Sonderheften oder 
auch als dicken Wälzer in einem anderen Verlag. Aber derzeit ist keine Alternative verfügbar und wäre 
im Zweifel wohl auch nicht mehr auf neuestem Stand. 
 
So findet der vorliegende Titel einen Platz im Markt und spricht aus unserer Sicht auch ein breites 
Publikum an. Obwohl seine Grundstruktur weitgehend derjenigen der blauen EK-Baureihenbüchern folgt, 
weisen die Inhalte deutliche Unterschiede auf. 
 
Gegliedert ist es in eine geschichtliche Einleitung, die auch über die Grenzen Deutschlands 
hinwegschaut, das Beschreiben der Loktechnik, den Farbgebungen und im Anschluss dann der 
Einsatzgeschichte. Daran angeschlossen ist ein Kapitel zu privaten Betreibern, um mit etwas Statistik 
abzuschließen. Beim EK fänden wir vielleicht noch einen expliziten Einschub zu museal erhaltenen und 
betriebenen Fahrzeugen. 
 
Der Unterschied zu den Vergleichstiteln, unter denen sich im Übrigen keiner zu dieser Baureihe findet, 
liegt im fachlichen Tiefgang der Ausführungen. Sie sind auf das Wesentliche beschränkt, ohne wichtige 
Informationen auszulassen. Einzelne Punkte werden in separaten Abschnitten, erkennbar abgetrennt, 
etwas eingehender behandelt. 
 
So bleibt gewährleistet, dass die Ausführungen auch ohne ein Ingenieursstudium zu verstehen sind und 
nicht womöglich einen großen Teil an Lesern ausschließen. Dies ist explizit gelungen und macht die 
Lektüre für jedermann unterhaltsam. Nicht zu vergesse ist ja auch, dass die Vorbilder in den letzten 
Jahren zunehmend Freunde gefunden haben, die sie fotografisch in ihrem letzten „Lebensabschnitt“ 
begleiten. 
 
Für Modellbahner von Nutzen ist ein Fokus auf die Lackierungen und vielen Werbegestaltungen, die 
diese Baureihe geprägt haben und immer noch prägen. Neben den genauen RAL-Farbtönen gehören 
auch Informationen zum Einsatzzeitraum sowie Darstellungen der Flächenaufteilungen und Motive zum 
Inhalt. 
 
Wer sich am Vorbild orientieren möchte, findet hier also viel Wissenswerte und alles Erforderliche, um 
seine Wünsche und Modellvorgaben umzusetzen. Dem einen oder anderen mag das Wiedergegebene 
vielleicht gar helfen, sein eigenes Wunschmotiv zu erstellen und selbst zu drucken. 
 
Elementar für solche Ansätze sind Bildauswahl und deren Reproduktion. Auch hier gibt sich das 
Transpress-Buch keine Blöße. Bis auf wenige Aufnahmen aus dem Bau und der Frühzeit der 111 lagen 
alle Motive und Illustrattionen in Farbe vor und sind dann auch bunt wiedergegeben worden. An der 
Wiedergabequalität haben wir ebenso wenig auszusetzen.  

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://motorbuch.de 
https://motorbuch-versand.de 
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Staubgut- und Granulatwagen 
Immer eine Drucksache 
 
Die Güterwagen-Reihe von Stefan Carstens gehört schon längst zu den Klassikern der Eisen-
bahnfachliteratur. Und seit vielen Jahren begleiten auch wir sie regelmäßig durch unsere 
Buchbesprechungen. Jüngst erschien Band 11 und der macht vieles anders, ohne sich von 
seinen Lesern zu entfremden. 
 
Stefan Carstens / Paul Scheller / Harald Westermann 
Güterwagen Band 11 
Staubgut- und Granulatwagen 
 
Eisenbahndokumentation 
Hamburg 2026 
 
Gebundenes Buch 
Format 21,9 x 29,7 cm 
192 Seiten mit 321 Farb-, 210 S/W-Abbildungen sowie 44 Zeichnungen 
 
ISBN 978-3-9823-2225-4 
Preis 49,95 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Vor nun sage und schreibe 37 Jahren begann die 
Erfolgsgeschichte der Güterwagenreihe von Stefan Carstens. 
Gemeinsam mit verschiedenen Autoren, unter denen sich Paul 
Scheller und Harald Westermann als feste Größen etablierten, 
wurde seitdem in einer Akribie und Ausführlichkeit, wie sie einmalig 
im Buchmarkt ist, die deutsche Eisenbahngeschichte in diesem 
Bereich aufgearbeitet. 
 
Im Laufe all dieser Jahre hat sich vieles geändert: Es gab mehrere Verlagswechsel und schließlich eine 
Rückkehr zum eigenen Verlegen, Gestaltung und Inhalte veränderten sich etwas, um mit der Zeit zu 
gehen und auch die Vorbilder erlebten keinesfalls einen Stillstand. 
 
So begann die bewährte Autorenmannschaft vor einigen Jahren auch, die ersten Bände grundlegend zu 
überarbeiten. Aus dem ersten Band zu gedeckten Wagen wurden zwei neue, die auch die 
Verschlagwagen aufnahmen. 
 
Und nun sollte Band 2 zu den Sonderbauarten inhaltlich überprüft werden, um auch dessen Inhalte in die 
Zukunft zu überführen. Daraus entnommen wurden schließlich die Staubgutwagen, die nun den Fokus 
des neuen Bands 11 bilden, den wir Ihnen heute vorstellen möchten.  
 
Die Fülle solcher Wagen und ihre betriebliche Bedeutung ist einfach zu groß, um sie zu einem von vielen 
Themen eines runderneuerten Band 2 zu machen. Genau das wollen wir nun der Reihe nach 
herausarbeiten und erläutern. 
 
Mag die Geschichte der Staubgutwagen bei der Staatsbahn DB nur einen überschaubaren Abschnitt auf 
ihrem Zeitstrahl dargestellt haben, so fehlte einst die Geschichte solcher Wagen bei der DR völlig. Und 
wie wir ja wissen, kam der Reichsbahn im Osten unserer Republik eine viel größere Bedeutung als 
Verkehrsmittel zu. 
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Schon die hier gewonnenen Erkenntnisse, die einst noch nicht eingebracht werden konnten, rechtfertigen 
ein eigenes Buch. Aber auch die Geschichte der privaten Unternehmen, die Güterwagen erwerben oder 
an Dritte vermieten, ließ sich irgendwann nicht mehr ausklammern, wenn die Übersichten zu den 
Güterwagen vollständig sein sollen. 
 
Und hier reicht sie sogar etwas mehr als hundert Jahre zurück. 1923/24 beginnt die Ära der Spezialwagen 
für den Transport von Kohlenstaub und Bestandteilen von Waschmitteln. Wer erinnert sich nicht an die 
so bekannt gewordenen Wagen mit Persil-Werbung? 
 
Betrieblich spielten sie nur eine untergeordnete Rolle, doch Henkel, der Erfinder des selbststätigen 
Waschmittels, dessen Name aus den beiden Hauptbestandteilen zusammengesetzt ist, wusste sie schon 
früh als Reklamefläche zu nutzen. 
 
Und so zeichnen die Autoren die Geschichte mit Innovationen, guten Ansätzen und Irrwegen nach, 
beschreiben, wie die Wagen mehrfach ihre Grundformen änderten und schließlich besondere 
Einrichtungen namens „Auflockerungsböden“ auch den Transport von Zement ermöglichten. 
 
Das fällt schon in die Zeit des deutschen Wirtschaftswunders und wurde zur zeitweiligen Domäne der 
DB. Schritt halten konnte sie mit dem steigenden Bedarfszahlen nicht, denn die chemische Industrie 
erlebte einen gewaltigen Aufschwung und verlangt bis heute nach hohen Kapazitäten neuester Bauarten. 
So folgten nach Übernahme früherer Staatsbahnwagen bald schon Neubauten in größerer Zahl. 
 
So viel Neues ließ auch das Erscheinungsbild dieses Buches wandeln: Nach ersten Ansätzen ist das 
Vorstellen der Wagen nun ganz konsequent chronologisch auf die Entwicklungsgeschichte ausgerichtet. 
Das macht den Fortschritt der Technik sowie das Erkennen von Verbesserungen anschaulicher und 
erspart dem Leser auch redundante Informationen – was ihm letztendlich im Gesamtumfang zu Gute 
kommt. 
 
Angepasst an die zuvor ergänzenden Broschüren wurde auch die innere Gestaltung, was dieses Buch 
frischer wirken lässt und mehr Gefühl von Übersichtlichkeit gibt. Immerhin müssen auch wir uns erst 
daran gewöhnen, dass die vorliegende Lektüre nicht mehr wie ein Lexikon funktioniert. Lange suchen 
mussten wir nach den gewünschten Informationen übrigens trotzdem nicht. 
 
Stärker in den Fokus rückt wieder der Modellbau, der zeitweilig eher in die Broschüren ausgelagert war. 
Das steigert den Mehrwert für einen Modellbahner, obwohl hier unverändert die Baugröße H0 im 
Mittelpunkt steht. Angesichts deutlich detailreicherer Modelle sind manche Nacharbeiten und 
Verfeinerungen aber auch etwas „massentauglicher“ geworden. 
 
Bewährtes ist aber geblieben, die beliebte Buchreihe bleibt also leicht wiederzuerkennen: Sie bietet 
fachlichen Tiefgang, eine verständliche Darstellungsweise und eine ebenso hervorragende Bebilderung. 
Dabei schöpften die Autoren nicht nur aus eigenen Bildbeständen und dem unerschöpflich scheinenden 
Archiv von Stefan Carstens, sondern verstanden es, auch die verbleibenden Lücken zu „exotischen“ 
Exemplaren und Erscheinungsformen zu schließen. 
 
So dürfte es kaum wundern, dass wir diesen Titel nun für die Neuerscheinungen des Jahres 2026 in der 
Kategorie Literatur nominieren.  

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://www.stefancarstens.de 
https://www.modellbahnunion.com 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2026 Page 34 www.trainini.eu 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2026 Page 35 www.trainini.eu 

      
 
 
Intermodellbau 2026 
Dortmund on a Roll 
 
The move to the BDEF has undoubtedly benefited the model railway section of Intermodellbau. 
However, in the other model-making sectors too, there were spontaneous collaborations that 
were well received by visitors. As the trade fair’s media partner, we invite you to join us on a tour 
and for a comprehensive review. 
 
Last year, Intermodellbau, still the world’s leading trade fair for model-making and model sports, 
underwent a major revamp in many respects: on the one hand, the project management returned to tried-
and-tested hands, and on the other, the organisation of the model railway section, the centrepiece of the 
exhibition, was placed in new hands. 
 
This was already explicitly recognised and praised by visitors in 2025. We, too, were delighted and were 
happy to be recruited as media partners for this important exhibition. We have continued this successful 
collaboration this year again. 
 

The improvement in the quality of the layouts on display, across all sizes, has been and continues to be 
widely praised; however, we have received isolated feedback suggesting that the total number of layouts 
has decreased. This did not stand up to our scrutiny, however, as the figure of 35 layouts was the same 
as last year, with many of them also being larger in overall dimensions. 
 

From 16 to 19 April 2026, Messe Dortmund hosted Intermodellbau, featuring an array of attractive exhibits and a wide range of retailers. 
Photo: Messe Dortmund 
 




























































































