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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
The 2026 Z Gauge Weekend in Altenbeken is now history, and we will report on it 
extensively today. Of course, there are one or two things that could have been done 
better, but we must admit that the Z scale community has embraced the event. 
 
Given the many comments we received from readers, we hadn’t expected this, as 
the event coincided with the Ascension Day holiday weekend, which always tends 
to draw many people to outdoor activities. Nevertheless, I am glad that a different 
date has now been found for 2028, which will hopefully reconcile all interests and not be a mere 
compromise. I, too, would like to take part again then, which would otherwise not be possible for me. 
 
With quite a heavy heart and for the first time in the now 20-year history of this biennial gathering, I could 
not attend the event. I know what I’ve missed out on from what many people told me and the images I’ve 
seen, but there was nothing I could have done about it, even if the next event had fallen on the same 
weekend. 
 
Now, more than ever, I can understand why so many readers who told us they were unable to visit 
Altenbeken had been anticipating our report. We have tried our best – and I include the ZFI board 
members with whom we spoke – to bring this event to life, even in retrospect. In any case, that is what 
we hope to achieve! 
 
Well then, there are also other topics in this issue: for example, the Prussian class T 3, which is also 
linked to Z gauge, to Bahls Modelleisenbahnen, and, consequently, to Altenbeken. We know that many 
are hoping that Märklin will eventually find a way to motorise this little locomotive. Our suggestions will 
certainly increase the desire for this but will also help to bridge the time until it might come to pass. 
 
Incidentally, a completely different dream locomotive – a homemade model – was also on display at the 
Spur Z Weekend and will be presented in detail here, so that readers can follow its journey from the initial 
idea to a model that looks just like one from Märklin. 
 
Until then, however, we’ll focus on the latest releases, starting today with the 1928 – 1930-type express 
train carriages. Somehow, it seems as though the significance of these models for the ‘mainline railway’ 
hasn’t quite sunk in yet with the Z scale crowd. 
 
All in all, the miniatures are very well done and leave us with an appetite for more: there is still plenty of 
scope to expand this range of cars, though this naturally depends on the commercial success of the 
current model. We hope our report will help to achieve this, as the models certainly deserve it, as you will 
see. 
 
Finally, we’re continuing our beginners’ series on model layout engineering. Today it’s Dirk Kuhlmann’s 
turn again; he’s chosen a summer-themed topic to match the outdoor temperatures. But the build of our 
little winter layout is also continuing, and it will soon be making another appearance. Enjoy reading this 
issue! 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Standard express coach from Märklin 
Found the right Shape 
 
Time and again, we heard from Zetties that new passenger wagons were long overdue. They felt 
that old designs were being rehashed far too often. And they pointed out that there was still a 
great deal of untapped potential, particularly in the area of Reichsbahn designs. Märklin has finally 
heeded these requests and, in one fell swoop, is presenting a complete family of wagons that can 
be expanded even further. 
 
The standardised express coach models from 1928 to 1930 were procured by the Deutsche Reichsbahn-
Gesellschaft from 1928 onwards in several batches and built to standardised designs. They belonged to 
the so-called ‘interchangeable design’ category, characterised by standardised parts that could be 
interchanged without the need for any modification work. 
 
According to the rolling stock figures, the former 3rd-class wagons (C4ü-28) and the 1st/2nd-class wagons 
(AB4ü-28) were by far the most significant types. In addition, 1st and 2nd class were also accommodated 
in one half of the wagon alongside 3rd class (ABC4ü-29). 

The small number of wagons dedicated solely to 1st and 2nd class (A4ü-30 / B4ü-30) owed their existence 
primarily to the demand on Hapag-Lloyd and transatlantic trains, which carried well-heeled passengers 
by sea from Lehrter Bahnhof in Berlin to Cuxhaven and Wesermünde (now Bremerhaven). 
 
Following the example of the Reichsbahn, the newly established Bundesbahn also allocated its stock of 
passenger wagons to usage groups defined by uniform technical and design characteristics. This made 
it easier to form trains consisting of wagons of as uniform a type as possible. 
 
It classified the all-steel express coach models from 1928 to 1930, which are the subject of this article, 
into usage group 29 in accordance with the passenger coach regulation DV 409 (1954 edition). These 
coaches, with their straight barrel-shaped roofs extending to the end of the wagon, remained in service 
with the Bundesbahn until the early 1980s. 
 
We have already covered their story in detail in Trainini® 3/2025. At the time, we noted that this new 
family of wagons for Z gauge offers many expansion options for the future. In an interview on Trainini 

With five new express train wagons of various types (item no. 87620), Märklin is launching the new family of wagons of the 1928 to 
1930 series. 
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TV, Managing Director Wolfrad Bächle naturally made this contingent on the commercial success of the 
investments already made. 
 
We are building on this and would like to use the results of the test presented below to promote these 
models, so that we too can enjoy further express train wagons, which will presumably also be based on 
the same platform in model form. 
 

 
Although the Zetties had previously made repeated and persistent calls for passenger coaches of a new 
design, the three new models do not yet seem to have achieved the success that had been hoped for 
here. After all, no further additions were made in the spring 2026 range. 
 
We therefore hope that our case study and the following lines will help to kick-start a success story here. 
After all, our dreams for the future include a new dining car, but even more so a sleeping car, which has 
been completely neglected until now. 
 
 
Already thought through 
 
Today we would like to present the five express train wagons from Märklin’s ‘Standard Design 1928 to 
1930’ wagon set (item no. 87620), in the Deutsche Bundesbahn livery as they appeared around 1951. 
These new moulded models were delivered just a few days before the Intermodellbau exhibition in 
Dortmund. 
 
The manufacturer had previously exhibited moulded parts featuring window, wall, and under wagon 
components at a number of trade fairs, thereby making it clear to everyone that these were entirely new 
moulds. They are not, not even in part, identical to the special express train wagons produced around 
1990 for the historic Rheingold. 
 
Rather, as with the real-life models, these wagons served as a basis for vehicles that were to be procured 
in considerably larger numbers. Märklin’s designers certainly took their cue from them, but they designed 
the newly established family of wagons from scratch. 
 
This is not solely due to differences in appearance, such as variations in window layout, but also to other 
features. For example, the simplified replicas of the bellows produced at that time no longer meet current 
standards. 

With its new express train set, Märklin is introducing three models from the Ba-1928 family: the Pw4ü-29 goods car (front left), the 
C4ü-28 (front centre and right) and the ABC4ü-29 (rear). 
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This five-wagon formation of an express train travelling from Mönchengladbach to Leipzig – apparently 
an early interzonal train – consists of a luggage car (Pw4ü-29) and two each of the express train wagons 
C4ü-28 (3rd class) and ABC4ü-29 (1st, 2nd and 3rd class). 

 
The most important models from this wagon family have been selected here on the basis of the number 
of prototype models, their operational significance and the principles governing train formation. Whilst 
they could easily be combined with models from other wagon families, Märklin clearly adheres to the 
principle of forming passenger trains consisting solely of wagons of the same type. 
 
To begin this review, let us note that the new models make an excellent impression overall. Although 
there are a few minor issues, which we will explain later, the new designs all appear to be well executed. 

No Era III express train would be complete without a baggage car. The design here is particularly impressive. As well as impeccable 
paintwork in the correct colours and flawless printing, we also find the dog flaps from the prototype (picture below) on the side wall. 
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As expected, this initially applies to the bottle-green paint finish in RAL 6007, as used until around 1952, 
before the new wagons were soon switched to PUR paints, which appeared slightly lighter (RAL 6020 
Chromium Oxide Green). 
 
The pad printing in various colours is also crisp, sharp, and flawless. Märklin’s core expertise is combined 
here with fine detailing, which justifies the effort gone into creating these comprehensive operational 
markings. 
 
It is precisely these details that we would like to highlight, but first let us mention a minor drawback – 
which is, in fact, almost the only point of criticism. There’s no denying that the new passenger wagons 
look a bit top-heavy. 
What the eye perceives is, in fact, confirmed when the key prototype dimensions are checked. Whilst the 

length over buffers and the body length, as well as the width and height, are almost – or even exactly – 
accurate to a tenth of a millimetre, the measured floor height turns out to be a slight outlier. 
 
Admittedly, it is only 0.5 mm, but this deviation does not extend all the way to the edge of the roof. That 
is presumably why our senses pick up on it. At the same time, however, we do not wish to criticise this 
point, as that would probably seem excessive. 
 
Many customers will find the large gap between two wagons more annoying, particularly as Azar Models 
demonstrated – almost at the same time as unveiling its Magnetiz® coupling system and announcing 
retrofit kits for its Corail wagons – how this gap could be noticeably reduced. 
 
We have long been used to shorter wagon spacing from Märklin as well; here, however, it wasn’t quite 
enough, despite the use of short-coupling hooks. That’s a shame and might have justified a bespoke 
solution. 
 

The RAL 6007 bottle green paintwork with jet-black trim strips is just as perfect as the flawless and complete pad printing on the 
carriages. However, the high-legged appearance and the system coupler, which protrudes significantly, are also clearly visible here. 
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The various discrepancies in the 
dimensions for pivot pin spacing, bogie 
wheelbase and overall wheelbase are 
evidence of the dilemma that the designers 
had to resolve and attempted to do. 
 
They have achieved a harmonious overall 
look, but unfortunately at the cost of the 
huge gap between the bellows, as 
explained. 
 
Among the model’s advantages are current 
collection from the axle ends in all wagons 
and a feed-through into the wagon interior. 
 
No noticeable rolling resistance can be 
detected as a result of this feature, and it 
therefore deserves special mention. 
 
It would appear that Märklin is planning to 
include factory-fitted interior lighting in 
future, as there is little other explanation for 

this preparation. For buyers of the first edition presented today, this certainly offers the option of lighting 
the interior themselves. It also keeps the market open for small-batch manufacturers. 
 
 
Captivating Details 
 
It would be worth offering them, primarily because the new express train wagons are also fitted with 
interior fittings. These are also of a high standard in terms of construction and detailing. The question 
we’re asking ourselves here is whether, with all their fantastic features, they can actually be properly 
appreciated through the windows! 
 

Even from a slight distance, the skilfully rendered details stand out, as seen here on the C4ü-28: the window handles are still visible 
(see also the photo on page 7), as are the contrasting-colour door handles. Particularly on the right-hand side, it is also clear that the 
interior fittings are in place. 
 

Dimensions and specifications for the 1928-type express train carriages: 
   
   Prototype  1:220  Model 
 
Length over buffers (LoB) 21.720 mm 98,7 mm  98,8 mm 
Baggage car variant 19.680 mm 89,5 mm  88,7 mm 
Car body length  20.420 mm 92,8 mm  92,9 mm 
Baggage car variant 18.380 mm 83,5 mm  83,5 mm 
 
Width (car body)   2.952 mm 13,4 mm  13,4 mm 
Height above rail (roof ridge)  3.993 mm 18,2 mm  18,5 mm 
 
Overall wheelbase  18.000 mm 81,8 mm  81,2 mm 
Non-standard packing crates 15.960 mm 72,5 mm  71,3 mm 
Pivot centre distance 14.400 mm 65,5 mm  65,3 mm 
Non-standard packing crates 12.360 mm 56,2 mm  55,6 mm 
Bogie axle centre distance  3.600 mm 16,4 mm   16,3 mm 
 
Wheel diameter   1.000 mm  4,5 mm   4,5 mm 
Floor level   1.260 mm  5,7 mm   6,2 mm 
 
Dead weight              39,4 – 47,2 t           ---         11,5 – 13,0 g 
 
Maximum authorised speed 120 / 140 km/h 
 
Years of production  1925 - 1933 
number of items procured C4ü-28: 320, ABC4ü-29: 128, Pw4ü-29: 120 

wagons 
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The “Görlitz II heavy” bogies, with which the majority of the prototype wagons were fitted and which 
differed only slightly from their successor, the “Görlitz III heavy,” have also been redesigned. 
 

Photo above: 
The access ladders are made as injection-moulded parts and fitted separately. Contrary to the prototype, they have a rear panel. A 
positive feature here is the different types of bellows: extended ones between the carriages and retracted ones at the ends of the train.
 
Photo below: 
The ABC4ü-29 has a different window layout, in keeping with its carriage classes. The compartment doors behind the side corridor 
are visible through the windows. 
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The lower steps are moulded onto the bogies, meaning this detail did not have to be omitted. However, 
they are slightly too thick compared to the steps above them, and the spacing between the steps also 
appears significantly too wide – another consequence of the high-leg design. 
 
At the same time, however, it was successfully ensured that moulded-on footplates on the body would 
not restrict the swivel movement and thus limit the new models’ suitability for use only on large radii 
(which might no longer be compatible with model railways). 
 
We are less impressed, however, with how the front ladders of the 1928–1930 design have been 
reproduced. Märklin used to rely exclusively on stamped parts for these, but today injection-moulded 
parts are given priority. In this particular case, however, the ladders have a black backing, which is not 
true to the prototype. So, whilst they have been reproduced with sufficient delicacy, the fine rungs are 
partly lost to effect because of this background. 
 

In all other respects, we give the manufacturer top marks. Even the finest details, such as rows of rivets, 
have been reproduced in such a way that they are visible without being obtrusive – in other words, without 
appearing oversized. We did not find any of the model’s characteristic features missing. We can see 
Wendler vents, roof steps, cover strips and even battery boxes. 
 
The door handles have been highlighted with metallic printing. By contrast, train route signs, wagon 
numbers, smoking and non-smoking signs, and class plaques have not been engraved, but reproduced 
exclusively by printing. This leaves all options open for future era variants where fewer signs or different 
positions may need to be taken into account. 
 

The interior layout varies depending on the carriage type; the photo here shows the ABC4ü-29: on the left we see five 3rd-class 
compartments, and on the right three 2nd-class compartments. These are separated by the single 1st-class compartment – a distinction 
that is also clearly visible in the model. Above the first-class compartment partition, we can also see the mounting points for a lighting 
circuit board that was already provided by the manufacturer. 
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One of the greatest strengths of the express train wagons is their window inserts. Windows in the end 
walls and doors were rarely included, but here it is the long sides that particularly catch the eye: in this 
case, the transparent parts are perfectly flush and gap-free. 
 
Anyone comparing this with the earliest generations of the Mini Club will notice a proverbial quantum 
leap, which does the models a world of good. Incidentally, the windows in the roof canopy haven’t been 
forgotten either. But there’s more to note here. 

 
The handles on the inside of the hatches and the grilles in the baggage car, which were designed to 
protect the glass, are also highlighted by engraving. Both features are so striking that they can be seen 
even from a passing train. 
 
This does not apply, for example, to the hatches leading to the dog compartments, which were once 
common on baggage wagons and are now virtually unknown. They could be opened by the conductor 
from both the outside and the inside. 
 
Until now, we were only familiar with removable bellows replicas in HO scale. Märklin has successfully 
adapted a good idea for the smaller gauge as well; the version fitted as standard can be swapped for the 
included alternative parts. 
 
These can be found underneath the thermoformed insert. As supplied, all junctions between two wagons 
feature replicas of extended bellows, whilst the end wagons show them in their retracted state. Anyone 
wishing to extend the train will therefore find two further extended replicas included in the set. 
 
It should be explicitly noted that the replicas of the transition plates in the recessed version have been 
rendered in slightly greater detail, as these are the only parts that will catch the viewer’s eye, which 
justifies the effort involved. 
 
 
Thinking in trains 
 
As we have attempted to deduce, the new designs have so far clearly not proved to be an automatic 
success. This cannot be explained by the quality on offer or, above all, by their significance as models, 
especially as the Zetties have been calling for new passenger coaches for years – and quite rightly so. 
 

If we remove the bogie from a carriage, we can see the contact brushes for both poles (see arrow markings) and the contact surface 
on the underside of the carriage, which acts as their counterpart. The metal wheels – barely visible here – are insulated by a plastic 
axle. Current is drawn via the contact plates at the axle ends. 
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The available combination options may therefore offer a way of explaining this. Time and again, our 
readers ask for help and ideas on how to form trains using all kinds of newly introduced wagons. 
 
Märklin, too, has often claimed to ‘think in terms of trains.’ Yet this is precisely where the crux of the 
matter lies, as Märklin was only able to offer the Class 0310 express steam locomotive with a new-design 
boiler (88858). To many, this immediately seemed implausible. 
 
In fact, they are quite right, so we would like to look up some data on the timeline. The wagons have been 
reproduced as they appeared in 1951. At that time, the Bundesbahn’s ‘Ege’ biscuit, as depicted on the 
proposed locomotive, did not yet exist; this did not appear until 1955. 

 
Furthermore, the real-life DB locomotives were not fitted with new boilers until between 1957 and 1961. 
However, the former 3rd class had already been abolished across Europe in 1956 as part of a class 
reform, which makes the proposed combination impossible as long as the real-life model is used as a 
benchmark. 
 
With the exception of the V 36 and the V 80, not a single diesel locomotive from the Märklin range would 
be suitable, and neither of these was even intended for hauling D-trains. In terms of electric traction, only 
the E 18 and E 19 remained in the running; from the small-series range, the E 17 from Westmodel could 
also be considered. 
 
This narrows down the range of models available to just a few express steam locomotives, whose 
appearance in the model corresponds to the period around 1951. One possibility would be the Bavarian 
S 3/6, provided it does not feature a ‘Keks’ emblem – this would therefore need to be removed by hand 
and replaced with lettering. 
 
The same applies, for the time being, to the 01 series, although a suitable model has at least been 
announced for this: the ‘Blauer Enzian’ features Wagner smoke deflectors and, as yet, the lettering 
(88015). As it is sold separately, it becomes an option, and in some cases also as a duplicate with a 
customised service number. 

The C4ü-28 cuts a fine figure in the train formation; the lower steps moulded onto the bogie are clearly visible, as is the impressive 
interior design. One noticeable drawback at both ends is the excessive gap between this carriage and the neighbouring one. 
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Märklin already had a suitable model from the lighter 03 series in its range, in a period-accurate design: 
as the 03 140 with Wagner smoke deflectors (88855), it already features detailed control and blends in 
well visually here. 
 
We would also like to point out that the standard-design express coaches from 1928 to 1930 can also 
operate alongside pre-war dining cars. It is also possible to extend or supplement trains with skirted 
wagons, such as those offered many years ago (87350). 

 
So, let’s move on to the summary: true to the saying ‘there’s always something’, we’ve also identified a 
few areas in these models that show room for improvement. However, we must also recognise that these 
are relatively minor issues, set against clear and readily apparent strengths. 
 
It therefore stands to reason that these new express train wagons should be described as the finest new 
designs Märklin has come up with in many years. To find wagons of a comparable standard, we would 
have to look back quite a long way. Off the top of our heads, the only wagons that spring to mind as being 
comparable are the four-axle compartment wagons of Prussian origin. 
 
And to conclude, we would now like to pay tribute to this outstanding achievement by nominating the 
‘Type 1928 to 1930’ express train wagon set (87620) for the 2026 Best New Releases in the Wagons 
category. 

Manufacturers of the models: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
 

As Märklin has not yet released the ‘big-eared’ Class 01, we have put its lighter sister, the 01 240, on display; in the early 1950s, this 
locomotive was still in service with a smaller 2’2’ T 32 tender. This steam locomotive is based on model 88855 from 2012/13 and was 
marked as 03 140. 
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The path to the first layout (part 11) 
Geological Strata – entirely natural 
 
Since 2024, we have been building two very different model railway layouts in a series of articles, 
for and with our beginners and those returning to the hobby. In part 11, Dirk Kuhlmann now 
tackles a step that appears challenging but, with a little practice, turns out to be quite 
straightforward. Remember: He’s no different from the rest of us, just a bit more experienced. 
 
What is the current state-of-the-art of general model railway landscaping? What materials are available 
from manufacturers in this sector? Are there enough alternatives? I have recently put a great deal of effort 
into this research. 
 
We must face up to the fact that, in Germany in particular, a very high proportion of model railway 
enthusiasts, regardless of the specific scale they dabble in, still confine themselves to the design 
principles promoted by many manufacturers and, regrettably, self-styled professionals, which leaves too 
little room for their own imagination. 

 
In most cases, these are still railway layouts crammed with tracks, followed by hastily constructed hilly 
landscapes. Significant sums are constantly being spent on rolling stock, and there is consequently a 
great deal of discussion about it, but landscape modelling has, unfortunately, been somewhat neglected 
for many years. 

 
 
 

continued on page 16 

A peat-brown tinting paint is applied to the terrain in a diluted form. Darker shaded areas are intentional. 
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These three colours (photo above) are enough to create a realistic riverbed. The black is applied carefully towards the centre. As 
always, a few tests with the colours are carried out beforehand (photo below). Incidentally, the ‘colourful’ table has already served as 
a work surface for the creation of a great many exhibits. 
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That’s why I’d like to steer our beginners and those returning to the hobby straight onto a different track 
– the borrowed term does capture the essence quite well. Look beyond your own horizons and enjoy the 
model landscapes of our European neighbours! Just like these colleagues, I enjoy working with 
alternative materials and taking a focused look at nature. 
 
In the last episode, I already gave you an insight into my preferred method for modern landscape 
modelling. Rigid foam sheets and ready-made filling compounds from the DIY store are tried-and-tested 
options for creating the basic topography of a model railway layout. 

The traditional approach, using wooden or plastic supports, fly screens, cardboard, plaster, and similar 
materials, is still (strongly) promoted by some manufacturers, but the range of alternative options is 
growing. This is primarily thanks to the many amateur model railway enthusiasts who are constantly on 
the lookout for new ways to create attractive model railway landscapes. 
 
In this episode, we turn our attention to the enhancement of the ‘landscape’s surface’. This refers to the 
application of a wide variety of stones, sand and soils. 
 
I source my raw materials mainly from various regions that I visit in person. This might involve taking a 
closer look at the edge of a path – whilst on holiday, for example – or taking random samples from a field. 
The soil, which I have literally ‘scooped up’, is then crushed, sieved several times, or ground directly into 
a fine powder using an old coffee grinder . 

Image of the riverbed shortly after it has been painted. The colours will dry to a matt finish and only then will their full effect be 
revealed. 
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The finished product is then placed in an oven preheated to 200°C for 30 minutes, to sterilise the material 
and getting rid of any germs. The stones and sand samples I have collected are treated in the oven in 
the same way. 

Small stones, soil and sand are fixed in place using glue applied beforehand. It is not necessary to cover every area. This helps to 
recreate some of the typical ‘chaos’ found in nature (picture above). For larger areas, a small container is very useful for scattering 
the materials (photo below). 
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Anyone who finds this rather time-consuming process too much of a hassle can, of course, buy equivalent 
ready-made products from a specialist model railway shop at any time. I would just like to remind you of 
our report on Intermodellbau in the last issue. The range of products on offer has grown significantly over 
the last ten years. 
 
However, when building the ‘Diemeltal’ Z gauge layout which depicts the Sauerland region, used real soil 
from Westheim. You really can’t get any closer to the prototype than that. So, I do think it’s much more 
rewarding to experiment a little with natural materials, gain your own experience and have fun doing it. 
 
 
Putting things into practice 
 
First, the surface of the terrain receives several coats of a peat-brown emulsion paint mixed with plenty 
of water. Light and dark areas are entirely intentional. The water areas are then treated. 
 
Recently, a number of suppliers have been offering a good selection of products, for example Woodland 
Scenics with its ‘Water Undercoat’ range. These paints are applied undiluted and blended into one 
another. This creates the depth of a body of water, ranging from a light shade at the river’s edge to a 
greenish-black. 

 
Once the paints have dried completely, it is time to apply the final layer of soil. For this, I like to use Noch’s 
grass glue (item no. 61130), a teaspoon to scatter the soil, and a few brushes. 
 

This is where our future watercourse ends in a small cove. The landscaping will further enhance the idyllic atmosphere. 
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The smoother surfaces can be sprinkled on by hand in the usual way. For the rough edges, I use an old 
brush to work the soil right into the tiniest crevices. You can also use a mixture of our sieved soil, fine 
sand, and tiny stones for this. Then leave the materials to set until completely dry. 
 
In the next section, we’ll turn our attention to the later forest or woodland areas. Here, I like to recreate 
the ground using a random mix of dark soil, dark fibre shavings and small pieces of wood. After all, these 
are mostly bare patches with no grass growing on them.  

This is an example of the considerable effort that goes into creating a convincing landscape. Everything has been modelled on the 
original as closely as possible. 
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To finish off, I poured some sand and stones into the riverbed and onto individual sections of the banks. 
I secured everything in place using a highly liquid ballast glue. It’s worth noting that I vacuum up an loose 
particles after each individual step. This immediately highlights any areas that haven’t been adequately 
covered and need further work. 
 
 
Summing up 
 
Anyone who works with care and precision on the base layer here, whilst taking nature’s chaos to heart, 
has laid the foundation for a special layout. It is also important to ensure a neat finish along the various 
edges of the layout. I have often seen well-designed exhibition pieces that had minor visual flaws 
precisely in those areas. 
 
Of course, over the years I have been asked time and again about the need for going to such lengths for 
preparing the soil, when applying grass directly on top of the painted surface should already make for a 
natural look. I agree with that point of view!  
 
However, by going the extra step or two, we can achieve a state where we can make jaws drop even 
amongst the most hardened observer’s. Many grassy areas or meadows are interspersed with small or 
large bushes and copses. 
 
In some places, not even grass grows any more – please take this quite literally. This is exactly where 
our prepared natural materials come into their own. It really couldn’t be any more true to the original. 
 
If there is one drawback to this approach to landscaping, it is the time it takes. However, I enjoy spending 
that time myself, and I’m sure you’ll come to appreciate it too. Enjoy developing your creative skills and 
take pleasure in your achievements along the way! 
 
Ultimately, it is layouts like these that really catch the eye and linger in the memory at exhibitions. Who 
hasn’t found themselves ‘staring’ at them here and, unusually, simply let the rolling stock pass by without 
even noticing? 
 
 Selected providers: 

https://www.molto.de 
https://www.noch.de 
https://woodlandscenics.woodlandscenics.com 
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Note for English readers: The literature section that follows is not translated into English because the 
original texts of the books involved are in the German language. The original German is left here for 
information purposes only. 
 
 
Dreifach gekuppelt 
Nebenbahnromantik? 
 
Die preußische T 3 ist und bleibt wohl für viele Menschen das Sinnbild von Eisenbahnromantik 
auf Nebenstrecken. Insofern läge die Vermutung nahe, hier einen Film vorzufinden, der eben 
dieses Bild bedient und etwas beschwört, dass sich für die Bediensteten der Bahn völlig anders 
darstellte. Doch weit gefehlt: Vor uns liegt ein Werk mit ganz anderen Schwerpunkten. 

 
CFT Video Berlin 
Preußische T 3l 
Die Baureihe 8970 und die Lokomotiven Typ Bismarck 
 
EK Medien GmbH 
Freiburg 2025 
 
DVD-Video 
Bildformat 16:9 
Tonformat Dolby-Digital 2.0 
Sprache deutsch 
Laufzeit ca. 58 Min. 
 
Best.-Nr. 8674 
Preis 22,80 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Einen Film über die preußische T 3 zu produzieren, stellt eine große 
Herausforderung dar: 1882 gehörte sie zu den ersten Lokomotiven, die 
nach den preußischen Normalien – ein erster Schritt zum 
Vereinheitlichen des Fuhrparks – gebaut wurde. Ihre heute noch gut 
bekannte Bezeichnung stammt aus dem Jahr 1901. 

 
Das lag teils noch Jahrzehnte vor der Zeit, als Bilder laufen lernten und der Stummfilm die Welt eroberte. 
An das Alltägliche der Eisenbahn hat damals wohl eh noch niemand gedacht. Wie also soll ein Loktyp 
filmisch portraitiert werden, der bei Erscheinen der DVD bereits 143 Jahre alt war? 
 
Links liegen lassen konnten die Filmemacher diese Lok nicht, denn mit 1.315 Exemplaren, die allein bei 
der preußischen Staatsbahn in den Dienst gelangten, handelte es sich um eine der wichtigsten Bauarten 
dieser Bahnverwaltung. 
 
Und der Dreikuppler wurde auch von anderen Länderbahnen sowie Privat- und Industriebahnen beschafft 
und genutzt, wo sie sich ebenso jahrzehntelang in vielen Diensten bewährten. In der Wahrnehmung von 
Eisenbahnfreunden und Modellbahnern steht die T 3 für eine „gute alte Zeit“ auf Neben- und Kleinbahnen 
– wie wohl keine andere Maschine. 
 
Bei der Reichsbahn wurden die kleinen Tenderlokomotiven in die Baureihe 8970 umgezeichnet. Ihre 
große Zeit war da längst vorbei und die Nassdampfmaschinen entweder bald ausgemustert oder in 
Rangier- oder Werksdienste abgedrängt. 
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Trotzdem dauerte es noch bis 1968, ehe sie völlig aus dem Staatsbahndienst verschwunden war. Das 
erklärt zu einem großen Teil wohl auch, warum sie bis heute noch so bekannt ist. Die Beliebtheit lässt 
sich wohl am ehesten mit ihrer urigen Form und überschaubaren Maßen erklären, die völlig von den 
Einheits- und Neubaudampflokomotiven abweichen. 
 
Wie also lässt sich die lange und wechselvolle Geschichte der kleinen Tenderlok in einem EK-Filmportrait 
am besten darstellen? Bedient haben sich die Produzenten auch an Aufnahmen des eng verwandten 
Henschel-Typs „Bismarck“, womit sich die Materialfülle spürbar steigern ließ. 
 
Aber genau da setzt einer unserer Kritikpunkte an: Wechselnde Filmsequenzen zeigen echte T 3 und 
mal Dampflokomotiven, die auf den ersten Blick so aussehen, aber eben keine sind. Der Film vermittelt 
es nicht, die preußische Tenderlok von ähnlichen Maschinenarten zu unterscheiden. 
 
Nicht jede dreifach gekuppelte Dampflok mit tiefliegendem Kessel und dem charakteristisch hohen Schlot 
ist halt auch eine T 3. Da sich ihr Äußeres in der langen Bauzeit mehrfach wandelte und sie auch etwas 
an Länge hinzugewann, ist das Festlegen gewiss nicht einfach – für unbedarfte und nicht belesene Laien 
also erst recht nicht. 
 
Und obwohl die Produzenten sich große Mühe gaben, vor allem museale Maschinen in verschiedensten 
Diensten und auch Gestaltungen zu zeigen und dazu auch noch Führerstandsaufnahmen drehten, lässt 
der Film hier einige Möglichkeiten aus. 
 
Der Unterhaltung tut das keinen Abbruch und die bunten, wirklich vielfältigen Szenen in Farbe wecken 
die Lust auf Ausflüge zu Eisenbahnmuseen und Sonderfahrten. Ebenso sind sie der Beliebtheit der 
urigen Veteranen in vielerlei Hinsicht zuträglich. Eine zentrale und wiederkehrende Rolle spielt zudem 
die von Lokführer Gerhard Moll einst gerettete und mit 89 7159 beschriftete T 3. 
 
Um irgendwie die Biege zur Geschichte dieser Bauart zu kriegen, haben die Produzenten historische 
Schwarz-Weiß-Streifen aus einem mit Volksweisen unterlegten Heimatfilm hineingeschnitten und so 
versucht, die früheren Nebenbahndienste einigermaßen sachgerecht wiederzugeben. 
 
Insgesamt bereichern sie dieses Werk auf jeden Fall, aber es bleibt die große Lücke, dass der Anlass 
zum Festlegen von Normalien und der Konstruktion dieser Lok komplett unbeleuchtet bleiben. Auch die 
frühen Einsätze, das Abwandern in nachrangige Dienste und das geplante Ausmustern solcher 
Länderbahnkonstruktionen fehlen komplett. 
 
Hier hätten wir es uns gewünscht, dass auf geeignetes Fotomaterial und Sprechertexte zurückgegriffen 
wird, immer wieder abgewechselt durch die Aufnahmen aus dem Museumsdienst. So ist dieser Film in 
Summe ein unterhaltsamer Beitrag für verregnete Sommerabende oder auch den Herbst, aber 
keinesfalls ein Ersatz für das Portrait aus der blauen Reihe, das wir heute ebenso vorstellen. 

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://www.eisenbahn-kurier.de 
https://www.ekshop.de 
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Über die preußische T 3 
Modellbahners Liebling 
 
Baureihe 8970? So mancher Modellbahner mag die DRG-Baureihenbezeichnung nicht gleich 
einem festen Loktypen zuordnen können. Doch fällt der Begriff „T 3“, dann weiß wohl jeder gleich 
Bescheid. Zumindest werden die meisten dies glauben. Das EK-Baureihenportrait stellt die 
Maschinen nicht nur ausführlich vor, sondern grenzt sie auch gegen ähnliche Maschinen ab. 
 

Hans-Jürgen Wenzel 
Die Baureihe 8970 
Die preußische T 3: Das Erfolgsmodell für Staats-, Privat- und Werkbahnen 
 
EK Medien GmbH 
Freiburg 2025 
 
Gebundenes Buch 
Format 21,0 x 29,7 cm 
280 Seiten mit 527 teilweise farbigen Abbildungen 
 
ISBN 978-3-8446-6067-8 
Art.-Nr. 8446 
Preis 54,00 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Die preußische T 3 (Baureihe 8970) verkörpert für die Menschen wie kaum 
eine andere Maschine die „gute alte Zeit“ der Eisenbahnen. Auf die DRG-
Baureihenbezeichnung mag nicht gleich jeder Modellbahner anspringen, 
aber der Begriff „T 3“ ist wohl jedem geläufig. 

 
Und auch Menschen ohne jedes Interesse an der Bahn ist die Silhouette der kleinen Tenderdampflok 
bestens bekannt: Sie ist bis heute beliebt und eben ein Sinnbild für die dampfbetriebene Nebenbahn 
geworden und geblieben. 
 
Sie steht für fast jeden für eine Nebenbahnromantik, die es wohl eher im Fernsehen und der Literatur 
gegeben hat, aber nicht für die Betriebsbahner, die dafür körperliche Arbeit bei extremer Hitze oder bei 
Frost in zugigen Führerständen oder Güterwagen leisten mussten. 
 
In der blauen Buchreihe des EK hat die hier behandelte Tenderlok früh ihren Platz gefunden, als die 
Reihe noch jung war: Schon 1980 finalisierten die Autoren Gerhard Moll, Lokführer und Retter der 89 
7159, und Hans-Jürgen Wenzel ihre Arbeiten an diesem Buch, das 1981 erschien. 
 
Damit hatten sie auch etwas in Gang gesetzt. Damals gab es wohl keinen besseren T-3-Kenner als 
Gerhard Moll und doch wussten Leser auch Material und Erkenntnisse beizusteuern, die der 
Geschichtsforschung zu diesem Typ dienlich waren. 
 
So waren auch Maschinen, die zuvor als preußische T 3 identifiziert worden waren, aus der Ahnenreihe 
wieder auszusortieren, da grundlegende Maße doch nicht mit den Normalien übereinstimmten. Das zeigt 
sehr anschaulich, dass es gar nicht so einfach ist, eine preußische T 3 klar zu definieren und gegen 
ähnlich konstruierte Dampflokomotiven abzugrenzen. 
 
Genau das ist aber eine wichtige Aufgabe der EK-Baureihenbücher und hier leistet sich auch der 
vorliegende Titel keine Fehler. In bewährter Struktur wird zunächst die Entstehungsgeschichte erläutert, 
mit dessen Informationen sich die Maschinen historisch einordnen lassen. 
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Ausführlich folgt dann der Technikteil, der auf alle drei Musterblattzeichnungen der T 3 eingeht sowie 
auch Bauartunterschiede und Sonderbauarten herausarbeitet.  In einem ebenso großen Kapitel werden 
dann „die Anderen“ vorgestellt: ähnliche und von der T 3 inspirierte Bauarten, die bis heute oft mit der 
preußischen Nassdampflok verwechselt werden, aber eben auch die mecklenburgische T 3 oder das 
oldenburgische Pendant. 
 
Leistungsbeschreibungen, Bestandsentwicklung, die Umzeichnung des Jahres 1926 und die 
Betriebsgeschichte vor und nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg folgen. Auch Werksdienste und Privatbahnen 
werden nicht vergessen, separat behandelt sind die Ausbesserungswerke. 
 
Fast fünfzig Seiten nehmen die Informationen zu den ins Ausland gelangten sowie museal erhaltenen 
Lokomotiven an Raum ein. Gerade hier zeigt sich, wie dringend eine Neuauflage des über vierzig Jahre 
alten Titels war. 
 
Der politische Wandel erlaubte Zugang zu einst verschlossenen Archiven und förderte auch unbekanntes 
Bildmaterial zutage. Damit konnten wichtige Wissenslücken geschlossen werden, der eine oder andere  
Abschnitt der Lokgeschichte blieb gewiss auch neu zu schreiben. So ist das vorliegende Werk in jeder 
Hinsicht auf dem aktuellen Stand. 
 
Es ist ein Nachschlagewerk für Liebhaber und Freunde dieser urigen Lok, aber auch eine wertvolle Hilfe 
für jeden Modellbahner, denn – mal ganz ehrlich – wer möchte eine preußische T 3 auf seiner Anlage 
missen? 
 
Käufer dürfen gewiss sein, dass wertvolle und historisch bedeutungsvolle Aufnahmen aufgenommen 
worden sind und auch bestmöglich reproduziert sind. Das ist beim EK-Verlag einfach ein gesetzter 
Standard, zu dem wir eigentlich keine Worte verlieren müssen. 
 
Und so ordnen wir zum Schluss noch mal die Heldin dieses Titels möglichst treffend wie abschließend 
ein: Ab 1882 gebaut, gelangten über 1.300 Exemplare zu den Königlich Preußischen Staatseisenbahnen, 
fanden aber auch Abnehmer bei anderen Staats-, Privat- und Werkbahnen im In- und Ausland. 
 
Die einfachen Maschinen der sparsamen Preußen erwiesen sich als robust und langlebig. Deshalb waren 
T 3 viele Jahrzehnte im Personenzug- und Güterzugdienst auf Nebenstrecken zu sehen, bevor sie im 
Rangierdienst oder auf Werkbahnen als Methusalem ihr Gnadenbrot verdienten. Bei der DB wie auch 
der DR waren sie bis 1968 zu finden! 
 
Ihre große Beliebtheit stützt sich wohl auch darauf und führte zu einem vergleichsweise großen Bestand 
an Museumsexemplaren, von denen einige weit über Hundertjährige auch heute noch fahren. Das 
Standardwerk aus dem EK-Verlag schließt in seiner überarbeiteten Form nun eine schmerzliche Lücke 
in der zeitgemäßen Eisenbahnliteratur – übrigens auch mit überarbeitetem Bildteil 

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://www.eisenbahn-kurier.de 
https://www.ekshop.de 
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10. International Z Gauge Weekend 
Model Railway instead of a Handcart 
 
The biennial Z Gauge Weekend took place in Altenbeken over the Ascension Day weekend. Whilst 
the changeable and rainy weather put a spanner in the works for many hiking trips involving beer 
and handcarts, it actually worked in the organisers’ favour. So, the motto was more ‘Let’s head 
indoors’ than ‘Let’s head out into the countryside.’ We’ll now summarise the Trainini® team’s 
impressions. 
 
Before anyone gets confused about how the event’s numbering works, here’s a brief explanation: this 
includes the first two meetings organised by ZFE, which were originally held in Geseke. The 2020 edition, 
which had to be cancelled due to the pandemic but had already been assigned a number, has not been 
included in the count. 

 
All in all, this marks the tenth edition in 2026 and, with it, a small anniversary. The organiser did not report 
any visitor records, nor had it announced the total number of visitors by the time of going to press. 
However, a total of 14 nations were represented within the railway community. 
 

The commemorative locomotive 044 389-5, situated just a few metres from the Eggelandhalle, serves as a symbol of the Altenbeken 
railway community and the Spur-Z weekend. Photo: Christoph Maier 
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However, the figure of around 640 visitors – 600 of whom were paying guests – on the first day, which is 
traditionally the busiest, is almost exactly the same as at the previous event in 2024. We therefore 
estimate that a total of around 900 people are likely to have visited Altenbeken once again. 
 
Perhaps we could have achieved a bit more this time too, but that remains to be seen, as the date was 
also completely new: whilst the meetings used to take place at the end of March or the beginning of April 
– that is, before Intermodellbau – things were already different two years ago, when the show was moved 
to the beginning of May. This year, on 16 and 17 May, it was once again held around two weeks later. 
 
It is not far-fetched to describe this as, at the very least, difficult for the organiser to predict, as it coincided 
with the most popular travel weekend of the spring – with Father’s Day or Men’s Day outings – and 
competed with the call of the great outdoors and even the first shooting festivals. 

 
However, this date was not chosen by the organisers themselves, although it was also pointed out that 
many prospective travellers would have preferred a date that avoided the risk of icy roads and early 
darkness. It is probably impossible to reconcile all these interests. The ZFI certainly benefited from the 
poor weather, with cool temperatures and plenty of rain. 
 
Contrary to our expectations, however, this crucial event turned out to be stable. We wish to acknowledge 
this, even though we also question it. After all, the ZFI Executive Board itself pointed out that a temporary 
surge in popularity of the Modellbundesbahn had also had a positive impact here. A great deal of visitor 
feedback had actively highlighted this, and it was regarded as a one-off effect. 
 
As an interim conclusion, it can be said that negative and positive factors appear to have balanced each 
other out. Unfortunately, however, this does not allow for a reliable forecast for the future. After all, the 
organiser has not publicly defined its target groups. 
 

The exhibition was well attended on Saturday. Bargain hunters, equipment photographers and those keen to swap gear all found 
something to their liking. Photo: Stephan Fuchs 
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The 600 visitors on the first day are undoubtedly those who take an active interest in Z gauge and always 
make a point of attending the event. However, according to observations made by our colleagues on site, 
the composition of the estimated 300 guests on Sunday had changed compared with 2024. 

 
This is precisely where we raise the question of public perception and add the consideration of who, in 
terms of age, marital status, social status, or interest in technology, should actually be targeted as a 
potential customer and model railway enthusiast? Without clarity on these issues, success cannot be 
measured. 
 
Two years ago, it was clear that virtually no one in the local community was aware of the event. In 2026, 
leaflets were displayed (not only) at the Modellbundesbahn, and there were also promotional materials 
for the event in Altenbeken itself once again. At the same time, however, apart from Märklin-Magazin, 
there is still no interest in featuring reports in print specialist magazines. This gives us pause for thought. 
 
So, there is still a great deal to be done. Close cooperation between the various players and the whole 
scene pulling together to pool their resources would therefore be advisable. Our tour below aims to show 
just how diverse the scene is and what potential it holds. 
 
 
Something hidden away 
 
Let’s start with the side rooms; this year, two of them were even filled with exhibits. As is traditional, our 
friends from ZIST 1 in Berlin and Brandenburg make the most of having a separate room to showcase 
their large installation, which they repeatedly assemble from numerous segments featuring a wide variety 
of motifs. 
 
This is complemented by smaller individual models and homemade designs, mostly produced using 3D 
printing, as this technology is well represented at this regulars’ get-together. This year, the trains ran their 
laps on various levels on a compact, small-scale layout, featuring three stations. 
 
Werner Vollmer vividly demonstrated just how little space the nominal size Z takes up when creativity is 
given free rein. The trend towards the paperless office, which frees up space previously taken up by 

Werner Vollmer presented several models at once. What they all had in common was that they were housed in an open-out file folder.
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traditional filing systems, certainly worked in his favour here: his layouts, based on American and German 
motifs, fitted into ring binders that were ready for use as soon as they were opened. 
 
Ralf Wiese hadn’t got that far yet. His layout was still under construction, but he didn’t want to deprive 
visitors of seeing it and was happy to chat with them. His layout, which has not yet been landscaped, 
features three track levels and a road incorporating the Z-Car system. 
 
Before we take a tour of the main hall, we’ll also have a look at the second side room, which was situated 
at the front, to the left of the hall entrance. However, as with the main hall, access was via the interior of 
the multi-purpose hall due to the admission procedure (and the associated visitor counting). 
 

It was here that we also came across the first trader. We have chosen not to list the names of all the 
traders selling new and second-hand goods in this report, as anyone looking for such items would likely 
have browsed the stalls on site. 
 
The Z-Stammtisch Radolfzell was represented here as a non-commercial exhibitor, having set up one of 
its displays of small boards. It featured an alternating pattern of German and American motifs. 
 
We’ll now move into the main hall and start at the ZFI information stand right next to the entrance. This 
is where you can buy the special event model, as well as previous special editions and accessories. 
Visitors were also able to get helpful answers to all their questions here. 
 

Maciej Gawecki took us to Silberhütte (Anhalt) in the Harz Mountains. There, we had the opportunity to see a brand-new Bahls model, 
the newly built DR tender locomotive of the series 9972. 
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Aspenmodel (Maxi Mehnert) and Bahls Modelleisenbahnen (Michael Bahls) can be seen in the distance. 
Whilst his wife primarily caters to the interests of US railway enthusiasts, Michael is regarded as a 
specialist in steam locomotives, primarily – though not exclusively – based on German designs. 
 
He didn’t have anything new to show this time, but he was on hand to offer advice and a helping hand, 
and at least let it be known that he had a project in the pipeline. Right next to his stand, something never 
seen before was making its debut: Maciej Gawecki from Warsaw was demonstrating his new layout, 
“Silberhütte”, under the name “Z-Polska,” which was modelled on the Harz region. 
 
The railway line on it was laid to Zm gauge, i.e., metre gauge. It should be easy to guess by now, at the 
very latest, that it belonged to the Harz Narrow-Gauge Railway. A new DR steam locomotive of the 9972 
class from the Bahls range operated on it. 
 
This was a production model, which now also benefits from 3D printing technology using brass. It was 
pulling a red luggage wagon and two of the typical red-and-beige bogie passenger wagons. 
 

Our editor, Harald Fried, attended the Z Gauge Weekend for the first time, together with his wife Caroline. 
His modular layout, featuring a show jumping tournament, the ‘Fried-Oase’ campsite, a museum depot 
and the Hermsdorf Highland Games, had been further expanded since its debut in early October 2025 
and now also included a station serving as a train storage area. The quiz for children was also held again, 
proving particularly popular on Sunday. 
 
Manfred Luetke (Luetke Modellbahn), seated opposite, must certainly had enjoyed looking at it too, as a 
key feature of the new layout was his popular petrol station, which has been part of the range for many 
years and may well have become a classic by now. Incidentally, it was Harald himself who originally 
inspired this model. 
 
Many of Michael Hering’s car designs could soon be considered classics in their own right. He has been 
a regular at the meet for several years now, but this time we hadn’t expected him to turn up, as he had 
announced he was taking a break from building due to a private construction project. Harald is likely to 
have recognised quite a few elements in the designs Michael had to show. 

Caroline and Harald Fried took part in the Z Gauge Weekend for the first time with their modular layout. Among their exhibits were 
two station segments that had never been shown before. 
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From Europe to North America 
 
We turn the corner and come across Gonard’s display. This dealer from the Netherlands is worth 
mentioning because he also sells his own range of Nazi-era vehicles, which has specifically attracted 
interested buyers to Altenbeken. Many of these Dutch models also had Belgian counterparts, which he 
can produce on request with different paintwork and lettering options. 
 
In addition to the exhibits previously 
on display, the Untereschbach 
Regulars’ Club invited visitors to an 
‘old-timer ride’ on a diorama. Using 
the Magnorail system, the historic 
cars in motion, framed by a shuttle 
train service. A small-scale model 
layout was still under construction. 
The landscape base was already 
complete and revealed the final 
contours and main features, but the 
flora had yet to reach its ‘growth 
phase’. 
 
Jürgen Walter is already considerably 
further along; he has now also 
showcased his new facility, “Jürgenstal”, in Altenbeken, where it is at a more advanced stage of 
development. He, too, was surely in for praise and recognition from the guests. 

The petrol station on the as-yet-unfinished station module, adapted from a Luetke kit, has a special history: Harald Fried came up with 
the idea for the model at the time and suggested it to Manfred Luetke. 

The Stammtisch Untereschbach e.V. demonstrated how the Magnorail system 
works with a parade of historic vehicles. 
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The works of Horst Werstat and Hannelore Hafermalz are aimed primarily at children and the young at 
heart. Small, imaginative installations are full of movement; their themes, such as strawberries or cakes, 
are designed primarily to appeal to children and to engage their creative imagination. 
 
Zmodell (Oleksiy Mark) gave visitors an insight into his digital decoders. Hardly any new Märklin release 
escapes his attention, and he seems to be able to master any challenge somehow. As an eye-catcher, a 
Class 212 locomotive with a few wagons was doing laps on a small ready-built layout belonging to his 
son Sergej. 
 
Representatives from the Japanese Z-Club Baden-Tani9 in Osaka had travelled the furthest to 
Altenbeken. Here, visitors were able to see how model-making is interpreted in the Land of the Rising 
Sun. There, railway enthusiasts have to find creative ways of dealing with a lack of space. 
 
This explains the huge popularity there of Rokuhan’s ‘Shorty’ models, which run on equally tiny layouts 
designed either with local or European themes, or occasionally in the style of cartoon series. 
 
In any case, the debut of these enthusiasts and their miniature layouts was well worth it and has no doubt 
broadened the horizons of many visitors. This gives us hope that the community within our gauge will be 
able to network even more closely in future. 
 

 continued on page 34 

Anyone who regularly visits exhibitions can follow the progress of the expansion of “Jürgenstal” (photo above). Meanwhile, the 
Werstat/Hafermalz duo are relying on imagination (photo below left), as, unlike knowledge, it is limitless. A German inter-city railway 
was the theme of a model layout at the Z-Club Baden-Tani9 (photo below right)). 
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It was Raffaele Picollo from Genoa who established the contact; he had once been to Osaka at the 
invitation of the Japanese. During the return visit, the two therefore found themselves neighbours. His 
multi-storey layout, ‘Eulenschlucht’, towers upwards and therefore requires more space for storage. Our 
model railway enthusiasts from Japan can probably only dream of such a thing. 

 
But he also had plenty on offer under his MrZtraX brand. Alongside the latest film and Ferrari collections, 
which had been previewed in our magazine, there were also other, already familiar car models on display, 
some of which were reissues, and these were available for purchase as well. 
 
Closely associated with Peter Scheele (Case-Hobbies), who was also promoting his shop, is Peter Simon 
from the Bavarian part of the Fichtelgebirge. As a member of the US-Z-Lines, he has exhibited his large 
US layout on numerous occasions, either on his own or with friends. 
 
However, it had not yet been on display in Altenbeken and turned out to be by far the largest individual 
layout at the exhibition. It occupied an estimated fifth of the hall’s floor space. It is fascinating to watch 
how the trains – which seem endlessly long even in the model – travel through rugged rocky landscapes, 
barren flatlands and across large bridges. 

 
 continued on page 36 

A glimpse into Raffaele Picollo’s ‘Eulenschlucht’ reveals fascinating views that lead across various bridges. Inside lies a sophisticated 
turntable mechanism. Photo: Stephan Fuchs 
 
 
Photos on page 33: 
Our model railway enthusiasts from Osaka also treated us to Japanese-themed displays (photo above), giving us a better 
understanding of the landscapes of their homeland. Yasushi Nakajima (photo below; left) and Mitsuhiku Inaba (right) had travelled all 
the way from Japan especially for this exhibition. They are good friends with Raffaele Picollo from Genoa, who was also their 
neighbour at the exhibition. 
*** Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) *** 

Photos on page 35: 
The panoramic view illustrates the scale of Peter Soimin’s US installation (photo above). Two selected images represent the diversity 
of landscapes and scenes (photos in the middle and below). Photo (above): Stephan Fuchs 
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Unfortunately, none of the modules have back panels, which not only detracts from the sense of depth – 
and thus diminishes the overall effect – but also hinders the creation of atmospheric shots. When asked, 
an editor unfortunately stated that such a design would be too labour-intensive. 

 
One feature that immediately caught the eye was a large level crossing. Whereas in Germany extensive 
overpasses are built to allow dense train traffic to pass each other without crossing, in the USA this is 
apparently all done at ground level. Long trains therefore do not seem to mean frequent train passages. 
 
 
Back home 
 
With Z-Otti, whose real name is Hans-Jörg Ottinger, we’re back on home turf. Whilst he was showcasing 
models from his own production or demonstrating how to assemble them, his small layout introduced us 
to the “Kleiner Pönitzer See”. 
 
For René Rätze, his layout debut was a “dream come true”. The small layout, featuring a mountain range, 
impressed with its harmonious overall effect, but also had something special in store for our editorial 
team. 

Unthinkable in Europe due to the frequency of trains: in the US, level crossings are apparently commonplace. In any case, such a 
scene is impressive even in model form. 
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Set up in the valley was one of the Dortmund Theatre Wagons, which the municipal theatre company 
once used to take on tour. It thus formed a welcome link to the Westphalian metropolis, where our editorial 
team is based. 
 
In “Königshausen”, on the other hand, the track and points equipment from König Modelltechnik is on 
display; the demonstration model thus provided an impressive showcase for the company’s own range. 
This also includes various track gauges, telegraph masts and points lamps, all summarised for visitors 
on display boards. 
 
Gianfranco Visentin, who had previously been a regular visitor to the event, also made his debut as an 
exhibitor. He had put together a layout comprising three self-contained track dioramas and a turning and 
storage element. 

Z-Otti (Hans-Jörg Ottinger) showcased the full range of products in his small-batch range: from locomotive kits to masts and overhead 
line accessories, right through to motor mounts for conversions. 

Gianfranco Visentin introduced us to the landscapes of Tuscany through three different bridge scenarios. His artworks also deserve 
a separate presentation in the form of a profile – provided suitable images are available. 
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What they had in common was the theme of various bridges and viaducts winding their way through 
different landscapes in Tuscany. The rolling stock used on the route was also of his own design and was 
modelled on that of the FS in his native Italy. 
 
The Z-Stammtisch Wien traditionally presents a display featuring a series of small boards, which 
showcase beautiful scenes within the limited depth of the space. Amongst these, we also spotted an 
entry from the last European Championship diorama-building competition: the “Sleeping Beauty’s Castle” 
was not only on display once again, but could also be attributed to this group. 
 

Added to this this year was a Märklin 
Toporama from a later edition 
featuring an electrostatic grass finish. 
Designed in line with the vision of the 
supplier at the time, it embodied the 
simple layout-building style of the late 
seventies and early eighties, which 
stands in stark contrast to modern 
layout design. 
 
“Kapel in den Bos 2.0” was also one 
of this year’s On-traXS layouts on 
display; Pieter Willems had brought it 
along and presented it at the “Z-
Theater” together with his wife, Joke. 
But that wasn’t all, as Jan van 

Casteren, also from Belgium, made his layout debut with his work “The Eighties”. 
 
On this layout, also built in the style of a diorama, a single-track branch line wound its way through green 
countryside with a rural feel. The track and country road are laid out in such a way, with their winding 
curves, that the scene does not give the impression of being static. 

Another bridge motif by Gianfranco Visentin reminds us of the railway line that runs from Florence through the hills of Tuscany to 
Siena. 

At the Viennese get-together, we came across, amongst other things, the Sleeping 
Beauty Castle from the last European Championship diorama competition. 
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Faller’s Lichtenstein Castle, situated on the left-hand side of the layout, has become a real eye-catcher; 
although officially designated for N scale, it actually corresponds to our scale. As a moated castle with 
item number 232242, it can still be found in the range today, but it actually made its debut over fifty years 
ago as a background model for H0 scale! 
 
Roggemann Modellwerk was taking part for the first time. The new small-batch manufacturer, which had 
made its first public appearance at Intermodellbau, was now able to showcase a painted and fully printed 
prototype of the Stadler Eurodual, featuring the livery used by BBL Logistik. 
 
It was occasionally demonstrated in operation at the 1zu220 shop on one of the layouts. Also present at 
Fabian Roggemann’s stand was MBTS (Modellbau & Technischer Service), a partner company that also 
offers conversion and digital solutions for private customers. 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 41 

Jan van Casteren’s ‘The Eighties’ (picture above) enjoyed a successful premiere; we feature two further individual models from the 
set on the following double-page spread. Visitors were also treated to a stunning display of the Stadler Eurodual from BBL Logistik, 
which Roggemann Modellwerk demonstrated in action on the layout at the 1zu220 Shop (picture below). Photo (above): Christoph 
Maier 


























































