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Introduction  
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
I’m so glad that, after some really hot and exhausting days, July is now starting to 
feel more like summer – and much more pleasant, too. That makes it much easier 
for me to keep working on our magazine in one way or another, day after day. 
 
Whether it’s writing, taking photographs, analysing manufacturers’ information, 
corresponding with our readers, or even enjoying a bit of model-making: as long as 
it doesn’t feel like sitting in a Finnish sauna for hours, these activities are all great 
fun. 
 
Are you one of those people who, on hot days, would rather retreat to a cool basement than to sweat 
outdoors? If so, you might particularly enjoy our DIY project report in this edition. We’re preparing a model 
accordingly and are setting it up in our layout, finding suitable positions for other models and capturing 
the process on camera. 
 
But our first articles on electrical work are also making an appearance. Things are happening, and slowly 
but surely, everyone can see that. For the beginners and those returning to the hobby amongst us, there’s 
an important message behind this: it’s better to start small! It takes quite a while before progress becomes 
visible to others. 
 
And this is also a major issue for the modeller themselves. Anyone who plans too ambitiously without 
experience will eventually feel as though they’ve reached a dead end. And setbacks are also part of 
everyday life for model railway builders, regardless of how long someone has been doing it. 
 
Even for us, not everything went smoothly straight away or according to plan with what we’re presenting 
to you today in this new publication. I’m just wondering whether that must have been the case for the 
SBB as well? When they unveiled the first electric TEE multiple unit in 1961, it certainly still had its teething 
problems. 
 
After all, it was also regarded as revolutionary, as there had been no precedent for a train powered by 
four different types of power supply up to that point. Semiconductor technology was also still in its infancy 
and was nowhere near comparable to what we have today. 
 
The AZL model was presumably intended to be innovative too; at least, that’s how we interpret the 
elaborate mechanism for the bellows. And great care was taken with the pantographs as well. Now the 
multiple unit has also appeared in Märklin’s range, and we’ve put it through its paces. 
 
I’ll just reveal here that a saying rings true: where there’s light, there’s also shadow! The miniature didn’t 
make things easy for us, and it wasn’t straightforward to put everything down on paper in a way that 
doesn’t distort our impression. 
 
Have we succeeded? I very much hope so. You can now look forward to some exciting summer reading, 
which also includes two suggestions on how to make good use of the remaining summer weeks with 
railway-themed activities. If you’re doing this during your vacation, then I wish you a restful break! 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief  
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Märklin’s SBB RAe TEE II 
Second-Generation TEE 
 
In the summer of 2025, Märklin made a surprise anno uncement, unveiling the SBB’s RAe TEE II 
four-system multiple unit as a new release. On clos er inspection, it became apparent that the 
upcoming model is the result of a collaboration wit h AZL. It has now been available for a few 
weeks, and we ask: just how much of Märklin is actu ally in it? 
 
Märklin has released the six-car RAe TEE II (item no. 88730), which bears the registration number RAe 
1052. This model therefore reproduces the second unit from the first batch of four units delivered that 
year 1961. 
 
At that time, the set still consisted of five wagons; it was not until 1966 that the additional middle wagon, 
a 1st-class high-capacity wagon, was added. The inspection dates marked on the motor wagon are 14 
March 1972, and on the other wagons 17 April 1972. 
 
So, our train was probably on its way in the summer of 1972 as the TEE ‘Cisalpin’, travelling from Milan 
via Domodossola, Simplon-Brig, Lausanne, Vallorbe, and Dijon to Paris. This information can be made 
out from the stamp impressions, albeit with a little effort. 

 
The lettering is not quite as crisp and sharply defined as we are used to seeing from Märklin. This is 
particularly evident in the manufacturer’s plates on the control wagons, where the printing inks contain 
metal pigments, which are particularly problematic. 
 
In our view, this proves that AZL’s Far Eastern suppliers, rather than Märklin itself, are responsible for 
the production. The question therefore arises: how much of Märklin is actually in this model? After all, the 
product description does mention a collaboration. 

At almost 68 cm in length, the six-car RAe TEE II ( item no. 88730) is almost impossible to photograph in its entirety on the layout. So,
this model certainly doesn’t go unnoticed. 
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Whilst this TEE version is distributed by Märklin, where it occupies the previously unassigned item 
number 88730 in the range reserved for the German VT 11.5, AZL is reviving its European sub-brand 
SZL (Swiss Z Lines) with the converted version known as the ‘Grey Mouse’. 
 
This follows the market campaign announced last year by the owners, Hans Riddervold and Rob Albritton, 
in which the UK was also mentioned as a further source of inspiration. Indeed, AZL also offers its 
customers a TEE version with the registration number RAe 1055 – the additional train from 1967. 
 

 
If we take the six-car set out of the box, there are no indications of the manufacturer on the non-motorised 
wagons. Only the motor car bears a sticker with the Märklin logo – a removable sticker, which initially 
suggests that the sets, despite their different lettering and paintwork, are identically equipped. 
 
This is precisely what makes economic sense if the two providers do not wish to compete against each 
other in the same markets. We now want to take a closer look at what we can expect from this model, 
which, after all, comes at a hefty price. 
 
The overall impression is, at first glance, a good one: everything looks harmonious and well-proportioned, 
and the train appears compact thanks to the simulated bellows. The multiple unit does, however, look a 
little top-heavy, which is due to the lack of skirts around the undercarriage. 
 
It seems a conscious decision was made here to dispense with swing-out flaps, such as those found on 
the VT 08.5 or the ‘Bauart Hamburg’ high-speed railcar. In fact, these did not seem entirely convincing, 
but a reliable solution still had to be found. In this case, the solution is to dispense with them whilst 
allowing the bogies to move freely – we can go along with that. 
 
 

The model also makes a good impression in the follo w-up shot, thanks to its cohesive composition. This is made possible by the 
intricately designed parts with their guide mechani sms. 
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With a sense of proportion 
 
Apart from the compromise described above, the eye is unable to detect any discrepancies, which we 
shall now check using a calliper. To our slight surprise, we find that almost all the prototype dimensions 
are slightly – though measurably – smaller than specified. 
 
Exceptions to this are the width, which is always a challenge anyway, as the interior must also 
accommodate circuit boards, the motor, and the gearbox, and the height, which confirms the model’s tall 
stance. We cannot justify the choice of (slightly) shortened length dimensions, as this is one of the major 
advantages of our scale: the train is almost exactly 5 mm short in overall length. 

 
By contrast, most of the vehicles’ details 
are accurate; this is particularly true of the 
motor car’s roof. There, the roof cables – 
fitted separately in insulators – lead to four 
newly designed metal scissor-type current 
collectors, which also reflect the distinctive 
features of the prototype. Electrically, 
however, they are non-functional. 
 
As with the full-scale original, they have 
been slightly offset from the longitudinal 
axis and interlocked. This was done to 
ensure that the clearance gauge was 
maintained and that the pantographs did 
not stray too far from the bogie centres. 
The replicas rest on plastic bases. 
 
It is commendable that the pantographs 
are fitted with two different types of 
rockers, each carrying two or four contact 
strips, and thus come very close to the 
prototype. 
 
One minor criticism, however, is that they 
are designed to be merely two-
dimensional and, as wear parts on the 

prototype, the contact strips are missing. On the prototype, the rocker does not make full contact with the 
contact wire across its entire surface. 
 
The front and side panels feature only a few distinctive details, but these are also reproduced on the 
scale models. These include the smaller windows in the toilet areas, the destination display boxes, which, 
on the prototype, operate via a roller strip (and are even illuminated on the SZL variant), and the slightly 
slanted entrance doors. 
 
Unfortunately, the windscreen wipers at the front of the control wagons, which were quite a distinctive 
feature, have been omitted. We were surprised to find that only one of the two control wagons (Wagon 
6) is fitted with a train radio aerial, whilst Wagon 1 has none. 
 
However, this appears to be intentional and is therefore likely correct, as it is not a cut-off point. We were 
unable to identify any train radio aerials in early photographs of the prototype. We regard this, too, as 
evidence in favour of this choice of detail rather than as a counter-argument. 

Dimensions and specifications for the RAe TEE II of  the SBB – CFF - FFS: 
 
 Prototype 1:220 Model 
 
Train length including couplers 149.760 mm 680,7 mm 675,8 mm 
Length of motor car   24.200 mm 110,0 mm 108,4 mm  
Length of the middle carriage   23.900 mm 108,6 mm 107,0 mm 
Length of the control car   25.200 mm 114,5 mm 113,1 mm 
 
Height above track level*      4.210 mm   19,1 mm   21,6 mm 
Vehicle width     2.840 mm   12,9 mm   13,3 mm 
Pivot centre distance (motor car)   17.000 mm   77,3 mm   75,4 mm 
Pivot centre distance (remaining)   18.300 mm   83,2 mm   82,5 mm 
 
Wheelbase (motor car))   20.800 mm   94,5 mm   92,5 mm 
Wheelbase (others)   21.000 mm   95,5 mm   94,3 mm 
Bogie axle spacing (motor car)     3.800 mm   17,3 mm   16,3 mm 
Bogie axle spacing (other)     2.700 mm   12,3 mm   11,7 mm 
 
Diameter of drive wheels     1.100 mm     5,0 mm     4,7 mm 
Diameter of the wheels        940 mm     4,3 mm     4,3 mm 
 
Service mass        296 t         ---    151 g 
 
Wheel configuration 2‘2‘ + 2‘2‘ + (A1A) (A1A) + 2‘2‘ + 2’2‘ + 2‘2‘ 
Performance 2.376 kW 
Maximum authorised speed 160 km/h 
 
Years of manufacture 1961, 1966/67 
Quantity 5 copies 
Manufacturer SIG & MFO 
 
 
* motor car when the pantographs are retracted 
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The vehicle floors feature significantly fewer details. The only features that stand out against the smooth 
floors are the outlines of the parts that would be visible despite the skirts, such as battery boxes. However, 
these are also depicted in a very simplified manner and, moreover, have a slight plastic sheen. 
 
The car bodies were painted in RAL 3004 Purple Red and RAL 1001 Beige; the entrance doors, their 
steps, and the ventilation openings on the motor car are finished in white aluminium, as are the window 
frames, achieved through colour embossing. This strikes us as just as true to the prototype as the umbra-
grey roofs. 

The window with the rolling band display, like the design of its doors, is a typical feature of this t rain. However, the photograph also 
reveals a weak point of the model: the imprecise co lour separation strip around the driver’s cab windo ws. The legibility of the lettering 
under a magnifying glass, particularly the manufact urer’s plate beneath the destination display, is also inferior to that of other Märklin 
products.  
 
Photo above: 
The roof section of the motor car is attractively d esigned, even though the cables have not been route d all the way to the pantographs.
However, account has been taken of the different co nfigurations of the rocker arms with contact strips , which should be highl ighted 
spatially. 
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The colour separation lines between the red and beige areas appear less clean than we have come to 
expect from Märklin. When viewed at a higher magnification, similar imperfections are also visible on the 
white aluminium on the doors, which is another indication to us that Märklin is not responsible for the 
production of these models. The standard achieved in Göppingen and Györ is simply unrivalled and 
outstanding on the market. 

  
We’re not particularly impressed by the interior design, which is why we don’t miss the interior lighting 
fitted to the models offered under the SZL designation. With the exception of the motor car, which had 
no passenger seats, the lights are fitted in all units just below the lower edge of the windows and cover 
only a short section of the seat backs. 
 
Through the windows, you can also see some screw heads near the ends of the wagons. Anyone wishing 
to add passengers to their TEE will need to cut all the figures well above the waistline. Applying colour to 
the inserts (blackening all floor areas) will likely enhance the sense of depth considerably. 
 
The motor unit also confirms the impression described: its engine block is painted light grey and protrudes 
far into the interior. It is clearly visible, along with the drive mechanism, and is therefore a distraction. The 
cables running from below to the circuit board are also poorly concealed. They run upwards through 
grooves in the block and should each be covered with a strip of light grey adhesive tape, but this has 
already slipped out of place when the housing was fitted.  
 
As a result, these strips fail to have the desired effect and also cost the model important points in the 
overall assessment. A printed replica of the engine room, as Märklin has often done in the past, would 
have been more than appropriate here too, because what we see through the windows bears no  
 
 

In the case of the dining car, a comparison with th e colour chart is to be used to demonstrate that th e car bodies have been painted 
exactly in RAL 1001 Beige and RAL 3004 Purple Red. 
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resemblance whatsoever to an engine room, a passenger passageway, a dining car kitchen or 
compartments for customs officers and on-board mechanics. 
 
 
A world of ideas for technology 
 
Although we like this model overall, the list of identified weaknesses does not end with the visual 
inspection. Even in terms of its technical aspects, the model, despite some good ideas regarding detail, 
exhibits some serious shortcomings that do not offer the value one would expect from a model in this 
price range. 
 
According to the product description, a minimum radius of 195 mm (radius R2) is required for the train to 
pass through smoothly. We haven’t tested any smaller radii either. Nevertheless, even at 220 mm, and 
when negotiating points with a counter-curve (490 mm), we initially encountered a number of derailments 
that we couldn’t explain at first. 

This photograph of the motor car (driver’s side) de monstrates both the model’s high- set design and the rather poor view into the 
interior: the wires can be seen in the second windo w from the left and also on the right, whilst the g rey-painted chassis block does 
not convey an impression of the prototype’s interio r. 
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It is striking that it is always the same leading and middle wagons that are affected. Similar experiences 
reported by third parties and their suggested solutions then put us on the right track: we need to check 
and adjust the positioning of the screws on the bogies of the affected wagons. 
 
In fact, they can be turned freely, but are less prone to wobble during tilting movements than those on 
the smoothly running trolleys. Loosening them by a quarter turn with a screwdriver really works wonders. 
We regard this experience as indicating too great a variation in assembly and subsequent quality control. 
 

 
Another reason for derailments may also stem from the coupling of the individual train units. Great care 
was taken to reproduce the medium-grey bellows between the wagons and to depict a cohesive train 
formation in almost all operating situations. 
 
This has also been successfully achieved using three-part transitions (black on the outside and medium 
grey in the middle). The sections are mounted so that they can move and are guided by a sliding 
mechanism, meaning they are retracted on the inside curve and extended on the outside. This is only the 
second time that such a sliding mechanism has been used here at a scale of 1:220. 
 
However, this effort is accompanied by a degree of frustration on the part of the buyer that should not be 
underestimated, as handling the scenery parts and the mechanical coupling takes some getting used to; 
unfortunately, the enclosed instructions do not provide sufficient guidance on this, by the way. 
 
The guide rail is not returned to its neutral position by spring force, as is the case with other sizes. As a 
result, the guide rails and the mechanical coupling of the two wagons to be connected are not precisely 
aligned with one another. 
 
If they are now pushed together, they appear to be coupled, but they are not. As the guides can no longer 
function properly, derailment at the next junction is a logical consequence. But how, then, is proper and 
safe coupling carried out, when even the product manufacturer (Märklin) cannot explain it? 
 
Jens Wimmel from Zettzeit.ch had the answer: first, both wagons are placed on the tracks, leaving enough 
space between them so that we can easily reach their ends with our fingers. We then press lightly on the 
bellows replicas so that they move backwards and are thus centred. 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 12 

If a model derails repeatedly and it is usually the  same carriage that is affected, then the bogie scr ews, a feature not typically found 
on Märklin models to date, may be overtightened. Al so visible here are the three-part transition secti ons with slide- guide mechanism, 
the design of the axles, and the current-collection  plates in the bogies. 
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According to Jens Wimmel, this is how to couple car riages successfully: in most cases, the three coupling elements are not aligned 
exactly lengthways (top photo), even if this is not  always as noticeable as in our photo. First, use a finger to press the movable parts 
on both carriages to be coupled inwards (middle pho to). The coupling halves are then aligned straight, and the carriages can be 
pushed together (bottom photo) until they click int o place – you can feel and hear it.  
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They are now positioned exactly in line with the wagons; we can now carefully push them together and 
press them lightly. The slight resistance from the parts is followed by a distinct click that can be felt and 
heard. This is a sure sign that the coupling pin and eyelet have engaged. 
 
Incidentally, we have our doubts as to whether this small pressure-fit connection for two wagons will 
prove reliable in the long term. We cannot rule out the possibility that, over time, wear and tear may cause 
excessive play, meaning that a secure hold can no longer be guaranteed. After all, we do not assume 
that a train will leave its set for good and never be separated again. Only time will tell whether our concern 
is justified.  
 

Let us now turn our attention to the motor car, whose model performs the same function as its full-scale 
counterpart, differing only in one aspect of the electrical system: the propulsion of the multiple unit. Its 
cast block has long been divided into electrical poles, with the bogie pivots guided within it. 
 
If we were to loosen the screws so that the cast halves could be pulled apart easily, the bogies would fall 
out. This design method had always been standard practice at AZL and was adopted by Märklin with the 
launch of the E 41. 
 
Up to this point, the model could not be definitively attributed to either AZL or Märklin in terms of its design 
origins. However, the situation is quite different when we look at the wheels, as the two traction tyres 
fitted diagonally offset on the outer axles do not correspond to Märklin’s product philosophy. We otherwise 
only find them on US models that were purchased from AZL. 
 
This is equally evident from the slightly higher central axle, which has to manage without a flange. Whilst 
this first feature has always been present on Märklin’s three-axle bogies, the same cannot be said of the 
absence of a flange. 
 

It is clear here just how poorly the solution of co vering the cable routes with tape works once the ho using is fitted. The motor and its 
two flyweights can also be seen through the windows . 
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We are certain that any active involvement in this collaboration on Märklin’s part was likely limited to the 
documentation of the prototype. This is not even something to criticise, as it is quite common practice in 
the industry today. In our view, it simply explains why certain aspects fall slightly short of ‘genuine’ Märklin 
model. 
 
 
The operating test 
 
Now the new model is set to prove itself on the layout and undergo a series of tests. We eagerly await 
the results, as this multiple unit differs in many respects from comparable Märklin products, including the 
ICE-V and the ICE 3. 
 
First of all, there is no electrical connection between the six wagons; each one operates independently. 
That is why there are current collectors on all the axle stubs of the non-powered wagons with two-axle 
bogies. Incidentally, the term ‘stub’ is correct, as the ends of the axles have no tips and are mounted in 
collector plates. 
 
Their axles are only just over half-formed and are connected via an insulating sleeve, meaning they are 
electrically isolated. On the motor car, current is drawn from the wheel faces via contact strips. 
Unfortunately, in analogue operation, this has the disadvantage that the train will not stop at a stop signal 
until the motor car has reached the de-energised section – by which point, for most models, half the train 
has already passed the signal. 
 
The fact that all intermediate and control wagons are generously fitted with current collection is clearly 
due to the interior lighting that AZL provides for its own-brand colour and number variants. With Märklin, 
unless a retrofit solution is being considered, it is only required for the two control wagons. 
 
Depending on the direction of travel, these display a three-light headlight or two red tail lights, both based 
on maintenance-free LEDs. The white versions, in particular, flicker very distractingly when travelling 
slowly on tracks that have not been polished to a mirror finish, which is a sure sign that the lighting has 
not been buffered. 
 

The model’s high-wheel design is most clearly illus trated by the motor car. The absence of a flange on the centre axle is also visible 
from this angle. 
 



Trainini ® 
������������	
�������
  

German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

July 2026 Page 14 www.trainini.eu 

This is precisely what was rightly criticised years ago during Märklin’s initial experiments with fast-
responding light-emitting diodes, and the manufacturer learnt from this quickly. AZL has evidently not 
reached this stage of learning, which remains completely baffling from the customer’s point of view. 
 
The traction tires do not appear to significantly compromise electrical pickup, as running characteristics 
are not noticeably impaired. The two small flywheels on the shafts connecting the coreless motor to the 
cardan shafts and spur gear drives likely do not yet store sufficient kinetic energy at low speeds. 
 
We can start the model at 1.8 volts of pure DC voltage on the track, which equates to 3.7 km/h. Light 
emission is only detectable from 2.5 volts onwards. Safe passage through points is only possible at 4.2 
volts at 35.2 km/h due to the limited number of current collection points – three wheels per pole, if we 
exclude those with grip tyres and without flanges. 

 
With a nominal track voltage of 10 volts, we measure a converted speed of 150 km/h – not enough for 
the RAe TEE II. So, our impression from the test runs was not mistaken. The train reaches the prototype’s 
160 km/h at 11 volts. That is more than Märklin specifies in the instructions, but inside it is, after all, a 
motor designed for 12 volts. 
 
If we abruptly cut off the power supply at the converted maximum speed of the prototype, the train comes 
to a halt after 9 cm. The purpose of an emergency stop is to prevent derailment whilst ensuring that the 
train comes to a halt early enough not to cross the path of another train. The measured value should be 
capable of fulfilling both requirements. 
 
The current consumption also remains unremarkable and falls within the usual range for bell-armature 
motors: we have defined the transformer settings 100 and 150, at which we measure 25 and 33 mA 
respectively. Under full load, the motor draws a maximum of 63 mA. 

The front view of the control carriages looks well done – here, the one with the train radio aerial (carriage  6), featuring the TEE emblem 
and the chrome-rimmed front and rear lights. However, the lack of windscreen wipers on all three  front windows and the incorrect 
shape of the apron on the frame are points of criti cism. 
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We did not measure the tractive effort on a 3% gradient due to a lack of towing facilities. However, we 
did run it over ramps with this gradient, which also included bends. Its speed decreased, as would be the 
case with the prototype, but it managed the gradient without any apparent problems. Overall, therefore, 
it is certainly fit for practical use. 
 

 
Our conclusion 
 
With a multiple unit, the question of whether the train formation is true to the prototype does not arise, as 
it is, after all, already a complete train. However, this means that the buyer has to pay a large sum in one 
go, which naturally raises their expectations accordingly. 
 
The RAe TEE II from AZL, which Märklin sells here under its own brand name, is easily recognisable as 
a genuine model from this Norwegian-American manufacturer. It simply follows that company’s product 
philosophy rather than that of Göppingen. 
 
Perhaps the European market applies different standards here than customers in North America do, but 
some of these shortcomings could easily have been avoided and really ought to have been. After all, the 
asking price is the same as that which is customary in this country. 
 
In our view, as a partner in the project, Märklin should have identified certain shortcomings, such as the 
lack of lighting buffering, and insisted on improvements. The view through the engine room windows 
could also have been improved without requiring major investment. And as for why windscreen wipers 
were omitted from the front of the control wagons, probably only AZL knows the answer. 
 
Nevertheless, the result is a viable model based on a prototype that made history, and which is therefore 
likely to be in demand not only in Switzerland. It adds another important element to the recreation of 
international long-distance rail history. 
 
It is also suitable for model railway use once the buyer has got used to the rather unconventional coupling. 
It then impresses with smooth running on the main line and a good overall impression, in which its slightly 
short length – Märklin states in a description that it is a further 5 cm shorter than we measured, goes 
unnoticed. We view the cohesive appearance of the train, achieved by the self-adjusting bellows, as a 
positive feature.  
  

Here, we can see the middle wagon 2, one of the hig h-capacity wagon s with the three small windows in the toilet and lu ggage rack 
area: the interior layout is a little distracting, as its raised ‘floor’ is visible through the window s. Nor are we impressed by the black 
screw head visible behind the large window on the r ight. 
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However, the four-system train wasn’t exactly a model pupil in the test either. In terms of school grades, 
it only just managed a ‘satisfactory’ in our test due to the weaknesses described in detail. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suppliers of the model: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
 
Distribution of the SZL equivalent:  
https://www.zettzeit.ch 
 
Trainini  TV – next episode 56: 
https://www.zettzeit.ch 
 

Although the SBB four-system RAe TEE II train purchased by AZL fails to make full us e of some of its potential and has some avoidable 
shortcomings, it is a fine train with good running characteristics. Most of the points of criticism are no longer notic eable from a 
distance, and so RAe 1052 winds its way elegantly a nd in its full length through the Alpine scenery of  the Julier Railway. Photo: Jens 
Wimmel 
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The RAE TEE II of the SBB 
Nowhere near a Grey Mouse for long 
 
Whilst the German VT 11 5 became an icon thanks to its design, the same can be said of the RAe 
TEE II with its interior, which was very bold for 1 961. It was not only the SBB’s most luxurious 
train, but also the first in the whole of Europe ca pable of operating on all four of the continent’s 
power supply systems. Here is a brief overview of t his Swiss pioneer. 
 
The origins of the RAe TEE II four-power trains date back to 1954 – three years before TEE services 
began. Due to a shortage of raw materials and to avoid dependence on external supplies, the SBB had 
opted for electric traction at an early stage and utilised hydropower in the Alps to generate the necessary 
electricity. 
 
An electricity grid was also already in place in northern Italy in 1954, so it made sense to use an electric 
multiple unit for international services between Zurich and Milan. This unit was therefore designed to be 
equally suitable for 15 kV, 16 2/3 Hz alternating current, and 3 kV direct current. 
 

As early as the beginning of 1955, the SBB had already included the 1.5 kV direct current commonly 
used in France in its specifications. Shortly afterwards, the 25 kV 50 Hz ‘industrial current,’ which the 
SNCF had earmarked for future lines, was also incorporated into the plans. A four-power-supply train 
was therefore now under discussion. 
 
 

continued on page  19 

RAe 1055 is a replica multiple unit dating from 196 7. Here it is waiting for passengers at Arth- Goldau station on 19 October 1979 as 
the TEE 59 ‘Gottardo’ (Basel–Milan). Photo: Peter S chiffer | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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On 21 October 1979, an SBB RAe train, operating as the TEE 59 ‘Gottardo,’ emerges from the 15-kilometr e-long Gotthard Tunnel at 
the southern portal near Airolo. It had previously passed through the mountain range from which the tr ain takes its name. Photo: 
Peter Schiffer | Eisenbahnstiftung. 
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The TEE system was launched around the same time, but took a completely different direction. Diesel 
traction was favoured in this case and was also agreed upon as a binding requirement between the 
participating railways. However, only SBB and NS were able to agree on a train to be procured jointly. 
And so, in July 1957, the RAm TEE was launched in Switzerland. 
 
Meanwhile, the four-power train project appeared to be stalling and was relaunched in 1958 due to 
spiralling costs. The following year, the SBB ordered four five-car trains of the type originally designated 
RAe 4/22 according to the Swiss classification system, which were to be registered with the service 
numbers 1051 to 1054. 
 

They were to be deployed on the Gotthard and Simplon lines, as SBB, SNCF and FS had in the meantime 
agreed on their use as the Trans-Europ-Express services ‘Gottardo’, ‘Cisalpin’ and ‘Ticino’: they were to 
run to Paris, Lausanne, and Milan on a four-day rotation. 
 
The four sets were delivered in 1961. Originally, they consisted of the following wagons in this order: 
control car – power car – dining car – passenger car – control car. In 1967, a fifth train (RAe 1055), which 
served as the model for the AZL counterpart marketed under its own name, was put into service as a six-
car set. As early as 1966, the existing four trains were fitted with an additional centre wagon, which was 
inserted between the control and motor wagons. 
 
To keep costs within budget, it had been decided in 1958 to use the wagons of the RAm TEE (DE IV of 
the NS) and their bogies as a basis, and to make as few modifications as possible. 

At Milano Centrale, Milan’s main railway station, t he photographer was able to take a photograph of th e scrolling display on carriage 
2 in September 1983, before the departure of the TE E ‘Gottardo’ for Zurich. Photo: Steve J. Morgan (CC -BY-SA-3.0) 
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These too had been built by SIG, so the 
designs were already available in 
Switzerland. The engine cars were 
manufactured by MFO. 
 
Due to its considerable weight, it ran on 
three-axle bogies, although the centre 
axles (as with the RAm TEE) were not 
powered. It also housed a compartment for 
the on-board mechanic and a customs 
compartment, as well as the kitchen for the 
dining car. 
 
To ensure that this did not obstruct access 
to the dining car, it was also fitted with a 
side corridor for passengers, recognisable 
by its window side. 
 
This provided sufficient space in the dining 
car to accommodate 54 chairs at tables for 
two and four travellers, as well as to install 
a bar. 
 
The train’s windows featured elaborate 
glazing; an electric blind ran between the 
double panes, which passengers could 
lower at will at the touch of a button. The 
driver’s cabs were visible through a large 
glass pane. 
 
All first-class seats were located in open-
plan areas with 2+1 seating arrangements 
in groups. Luggage racks for travel bags 
were provided in the entrance area, which 
was very generously proportioned. 
 
However, setting new standards also meant fitting separate restrooms for men and women, where 
passengers found taps with both cold and hot water. The ladies’ restroom additionally included a make-
up area. 
 
With the RAe TEE II, SBB had put its most comfortable train into service, a train that was also to become 
a flagship of Swiss mechanical engineering. Nevertheless, it was not without its teething problems, as all 
four original trains had to enter regular service very quickly and without extensive testing. 
 
For example, the smoothness of the dining car’s ride was criticised, leading to reduced cornering speeds 
so that business travellers would not spill their food whilst eating. The technology, which was complex for 
its time, was also prone to faults, which is why the Swiss on-board mechanic always remained on the 
train, even when travelling abroad. 
 
However, it was the first train in Europe capable of operating on all four power supply systems – what is 
commonplace today was, at the time, a remarkable innovation that had been achieved by investing this 
very effort. To make this possible, however, further challenges had to be overcome. 
 

The RAe TEE II was the last international ‘Gottardo ’ TEE to run between 
Milan and Zurich; pictured here in 1981 during a st op in Brig. Photo: Günter 
Hauthal | Eisenbahnstiftung 
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Differences in catenary geometry and specifications for the contact strips necessitated four pantographs, 
which were virtually impossible to accommodate in the ‘scissor-type’ design that was standard at the 
time. To ensure they did not stray too far from the centre of the track on bends, pantographs are usually 
positioned above the centre of the bogies. 
 
So, a technical solution was required to meet the requirements: two pantographs had to be fitted at each 
end of the motor car, positioned as close together as possible and interlocked. Both adjacent pantographs 
were therefore offset from the centre of the roof, thereby reducing the distance between them.  
 

Pantograph 1 was intended for SNCF direct current (SNCF), number 2 for alternating current (SNCF) 
and direct current (FS), number 3 for the SBB, and pantograph 4 for direct current (NS / SNCB) and 
alternating current (DB / ÖBB). The four-power trains were equipped and officially authorised for use in 
Switzerland, Italy, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Germany. 
 
Once the TEE system had passed its peak and the trains were taken out of service, they were deployed 
from 4 January 1981 (until 1987) between Bern and Frasne as feeder services to the TGV to Paris. They 
were now classified as Intercity trains and were sometimes operated in double-unit formation. Two 
wagons and the dining car, which was not in service on this route, now accommodated 2nd-class 
passengers. 
 
Finally, in 1988/89, the SBB converted the trains, modernising them along with the technology in the 
motor car. In their new livery as the ‘Grey Mouse,’ they continued to serve out their days as Eurocity 

Following their refurbishment, the trains retained their TEE emblem on the front, but now featured 1st and 2nd class compartments 
and a new livery. Here, one such RABe train, known as the ‘Grey Mouse’, is pictured stopping in Bern; the photograph was taken in 
the 1990s. Photo: Stefan Bracher | www.fotopanorama .ch (CC-BY-SA-3.0-migrated) 
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trains. However, as they became increasingly prone to breakdowns and had soon passed their 30th 
anniversary in service, all units were due to be discarded, as decommissioning is known in Swiss jargon, 
between 1995 and 2000. 
 
RAe TEE II 1053 is the only one to have survived and, in its original colours, serves as a historic vehicle 
that recalls a significant era and technical innovation. The train, which has been restored to operational 
condition, is housed at Olten Depot, but is not open to the public. 
 
Incidentally, it was never put into scheduled service in Germany. Nevertheless, it is certainly of interest 
to German model railway hobbyists, if the following information is sufficient for them: due to a line closure, 
there is evidence of at least one journey on German soil. It ran via Kehl, Offenburg and the Rhine Valley 
line to Basel and thus back to Switzerland. 
 
 

RAe TEE II 1053 from SBB Historic: 
https://www.sbbarchiv.ch/detail.aspx?ID=510627 

Here, the RAe TEE II 1053 set can be seen on 1 Augu st 2003, already in operational condition as a muse um vehicle, during a sp ecial 
journey at Airolo station . Prior to this, the train had been restored to its  original livery, and its four- power technology had also been 
refurbished. Photo: Stéphane Gottraux, CH-2350 Saig nelégier, Switzerland (CC-BY-SA-3.0) 
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The path to the first layout (part 12) 
The Tension is building! 
 
The next steps in fitting out our layout need to be  carefully considered. Key areas must remain 
accessible without having to dismantle other elemen ts later. At the same time, however, some 
parts also require further work underneath the layo ut: streetlamps, a drinks machine, the signals 
later, and a vehicle to which we intend to add a ro tating beacon to alert other road users – all need 
to be wired up. 
 
We can take the title of this episode quite literally: today we’re going to look at a few details that require 
tension, electrical tension, that is. As our winter layout is set to adorn a winter shop display once this 
beginners’ layout series is complete, we can’t do without light sources and a few eye-catching features. 

 
In the last episode on this layout build (Episode 10), we built a farm shed. We didn’t simply opt for a kit, 
which would have been the obvious and easier choice. Instead, a commercially available building was 
extended both in width and height. And it wasn’t that difficult at all. 
 
The reason for the extension was that we wanted it to accommodate two tractors, so that viewers could 
see them straight away through the glass pane and take them in with their eyes. They bring to mind the 
summer and the work in the fields, whilst everything is now covered in a deep blanket of snow. 
 
 

Today, we’re making sure that the vintage MB- trac, parked in an open shed, is protected from the  elements by a tarpaulin whilst still 
remaining visible to onlookers. 
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Our farmer’s pride and joy are also to be parked there, safely protected: a Mercedes-Benz tractor, once 
sold as the ‘MB-trac’. And we are just as proud of the miniature version which we had received as a gift 
from Michael Hering and which we painted ourselves according to the manufacturer’s original 
specifications. 
 
Unfortunately, however, the resin model was prone to cracking in places, which meant that parts of it no 
longer looked presentable and, above all, could not be repaired without causing further damage. It was 
far too good a model to simply throw away, though. So, the idea took shape to hide the damaged areas 
under a tarpaulin. 
 
This tarpaulin protects the historic off-road vehicle from the winter weather and is therefore plausible. 
Nevertheless, parts of it may have been lifted by gusts of wind and fallen in places. As a result, it reveals 
parts of the good side of the vehicle, allowing passers-by to catch a glimpse of exactly what has been 
covered up there. 
 

So, with the objective clearly defined we now just need to work out the best way to achieve it. The best 
way to create a model is using suitable paper and wallpaper glue or, alternatively, water-diluted white 
glue. The paper must be able to absorb moisture well and become sufficiently soft, but it should not fall 
apart too easily. 
 
In previous projects, kitchen roll or tissues were our first choice. However, kitchen roll has embossed 
pores, which are undesirable on the imitation tarpaulin, whilst tissues are very soft and reproduce the 
contours underneath very accurately. What we are aiming for here is a thicker tarpaulin with a coarse, 
crinkled texture. 
 

For the tarpaulin, we use sturdy grey paper, of the  sort used as padding in parcel boxes. Before applying the first layer to the model 
tractor, we coat it with wallpaper glue 
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After careful consideration and research into various types of paper, we opt for grey paper of the type 
which is often used as packing material in parcels. It has exactly the right properties: its surface is quite 
absorbent, whilst its thickness ensures sufficient strength. 

 
So now we’re mixing up a glass of Metylan, a wallpaper glue from Henkel, which also contains an anti-
mould agent, just in case. We use the five minutes or so it takes for the product to be ready for use to cut 
the pieces of paper into roughly equal-sized pieces that are appropriate for the scale of the job. We take 
the first of these to ensure that it fits the areas to be covered and isn’t too big. 
 
 
Private museum piece? 
 
And we’re ready to go! An old pane of glass (from a picture frame) serves as our work surface. We’ll see 
what we need it for at below. We place the tractor on the glass surface. Then we add the first layer of 
paper straight away. We start by placing this first layer on the glass pane and coating it with glue using 
an old bristle brush. 
 
Once the glue has soaked in for a moment and the packing paper is thoroughly wet, we carefully pick it 
up with tweezers and place it in the previously determined position on the model. With careful 
brushstrokes, we apply the future tarpaulin to the surfaces and shape its folds. Under no circumstances 
should the position of the cover give away the broken headlight or the crooked wheel. 
 
A few more layers will be added until the coating is as uniform thickness as possible in all places. It should 
also be thick enough that, like hardened papier-mâché, it will later have sufficient strength to retain its 
shape without risk of breaking when the model is installed on the layout. 
 
 

All subsequent layers of paper are applied dry and soak up the glue applied to the first layer by them selves. If necessary, we go over 
them with a brush and apply a little more glue. We repeat this until the drape and folds meet our desi red outcome. 
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All subsequent sheets used in this process are applied dry and will soak up glue from the still wet first 
layer. They can then also be reshaped as required, although a little more glue may well be applied in the 
process. It just mustn’t run over the model! 
 
The sheet of glass acts as a flat surface here, so that once the model is finished, it looks as though we 
are looking at a plastic sheet lying as flat as possible on the floor. However, once it has dried, we can no 
longer simply peel off our prepared model, as the wallpaper glue develops a strong adhesive force on it 
as well. 
 
The glue might take several hours to dry – we cannot give an exact duration, as it depends on both the 
amount of glue used and the humidity. Just before the last of the water has evaporated, we take a razor 
blade and to carefully peel the model away from the glass pane. The process is then left to run its course 
until it is complete. 
 

 
Now that everything has dried, the tarpaulin still doesn’t look true to the original. Its appearance is still 
dominated by the paper used as the base material. We’ll change that by applying a coat of paint. We’re 
matching various shades from Revell and Humbrol so that we can gauge the contrast with the tractor’s 
colour. 
 
 
 
 

continued on page  29 

Once everything has dried completely, we use a shar p razor blade to lift the tractor and tarpaulin off  the glass plate. Care must be 
taken not to tear the tarpaulin in the process. 
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The tarpaulin is given a brush-applied coat of glos sy enamel paint in ultramarine blue (photo above). All areas that will be visible later 
must be fully covered with paint. Once the paint ha s dried, a fitting test is carried out. This reveals that a narrow strip still needs to be 
cut off at the edge (photo below). We work towards this in two small steps. Finally, Uhu Kraft adhesive on the underside of the  tarpaulin 
and the four wheels of the tractor ensures a secure  hold in the shed. 
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The choice then falls on colour number 51 (glossy ultramarine blue) from the classic enamel paint range. 
The blue has a pleasing effect and stands out well; we also perceive it as a fairly common colour for 
tarpaulins. The degree of gloss suggests that the covering is still very new and has not been exposed to 
the elements for very long. 
 
This works out very well, as even after the last drying phase we’ll be gluing the partially covered tractor 
under the shelter. Apply a thin layer of Uhu Kraft to the wheels and the part of the tarpaulin resting on the 
ground, and we can complete this step. 

 
 
Snow plough alert 
 
Our attention can now shift to the narrow country road that leads out of the small village towards the level 
crossing. As our Tams flashing light module can control a second channel alongside the Modeba level 
crossing signal, we didn’t want to let that go to waste. 
 

We realised quite early on that the Unimog-
based snow-clearing and gritting vehicle by 
Laszlo Panits (Simonartz) was the perfect 
model for us. The manufacturer’s version 
does not feature any indicator lights at all, 
so we set out to retrofit it with a fully 
functional electric unit. 
 
 
 

In its permanent home, the MB-trac, carefully maint ained by its owner, is another real eye-catcher. The deliberate contrast created by 
the blue tarpaulin makes for an attractive visual e ffect. 
 

Photo on the left: 
Using the drill bit, we first drill a hole in the r oof of the 
Unimog cab for the rotating beacon. Unfortunately, this 
task is complicated by the breaking of one of the d rill 
bits. 
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To begin with, several visual tests are carried out using fibre-optic cables of various diameters and 
matching copper sleeves (to aid assessment and assembly), to replicate as closely as possible the 
appearance of an earlier rotating beacon with a rotating mirror. 
 
Next comes a task that turned out to be much more difficult that anticipated. Naturally, we expected it to 
be a challenge to drill a suitable hole in the white metal cast housing and to mill out the driver’s cab from 
below so that an LED can be inserted there at the end of the light guide. 
 

 
However, our worst fears are exceeded, as the material makes it very difficult for the HSS twist drill to 
make headway, despite hand-drilling with the small pin vice (up to 1.2 mm in diameter). 
 
The heat generated by the friction soon prevents any visible progress; what’s more, one of the drill bits 
has snapped off and cannot be pulled out or drilled out. A new hole, slightly offset, is needed; the broken 
end can be ground flat later. 
 
Unfortunately, however, we are still a long way from a successful outcome at this stage. The milling work 
is proceeding without interruption. We are using ball-end mills and diamond drill bits from the dental 
sector, running at the lowest possible speed. Even so, this still requires regular cooling breaks. 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 32 

The vehicle looks a bit of a mess during the drilli ng and milling work, which is intended to create sp ace for the fibre- optic cable and 
an LED in the cab floor. But once the edges have been smoothed, the gaps fil led and the paintwork touched up, none of this will  be 
visible. 
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The light guide is fed through the hole into the mo unting space for the LED. It must be positioned there so that the LED can lat er emit 
light from its end. Once it has been glued into pla ce, it is trimmed at the bottom. At the top, it is fitted using a copper sleeve glue d 
flush with the edge of the roof, and its end is mel ted with a lighter flame to form a rounded tip. The LED is then fitted in place (image 
below); its anode and cathode must be angled so tha t they do not interfere with the re-fitting of the snow plough. Uhu LED- Light 
Booster is the perfect adhesive for this, as it cur es within five seconds, conducts light and fills ga ps – re- sanding is often not even 
necessary.  
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And to make matters worse, the snow plough´s blade comes loose, though at least without causing any 
damage, and the paint from the model rubs off onto our hands in a few places. Slowly and with a great 
deal of patience, we manage to complete this task as well. We can only advise our readers, especially 
the beginners amongst them, to use a resin model for this project. 
 
For us, this realisation has come too late; it’s just as much about saving the model as it is about enhancing 
it. Finally, we’ve managed to create the cavity for the yellow 1.8-mm LED, feed the light guide through it, 
and glue it in place with the sleeve end facing upwards. 
 
Uhu’s LED Light Booster adhesive is used here. It ensures a straight finish on the roof and cures within 
five seconds after exposure to UV light. We then position the LED on the underside so that it can emit 
light into the light guide and its connection pins can be bent at a sharp angle. 

 
It is important at this stage to reposition the snow plough and ensure that its adhesive surface does not 
come into contact with the connectors. We then stick it back on, and only in the second step do we encase 
the LED, again using the photo adhesive. 
 
The result already looks quite decent, but we can’t avoid having to touch-up the paintwork. The underbody 
is sealed again and should now be painted black as well, otherwise it will shine through from underneath 
the vehicle. Badger has a black primer in its range that promises to adhere to both the white metal and 
the adhesive. 
 
The municipal-orange roof surfaces and a few areas on the sides where the paint had transferred onto 
our fingers also need to be repainted. We’re happy with the result once it’s dry; there’s no need to sand 

Now that the paintwork on the Unimog has also been completed, its exact location on the layout will be  determined. A slightly larger 
hole will be required there, through which the seri es resistor and rectifier diode will also fit. The vehicle floor obscures the view of 
this area. 
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it down or repaint it. After all, smaller areas can be camouflaged with leftover snow – anything else would 
look implausible on a deep-snow layout anyway. 
 
Finally, we solder a reverse-bias diode and a resistor (510 � ) to the anode and cathode of the LED, 
protect the bare wires from short circuits using black heat-shrink tubing, and the model is now finally 
ready for installation. Later, a hole will need to be drilled through the layout with as small a diameter as 
possible, but large enough to fit the vehicle, and once the connections have been made, secure the 
vehicle in place with Uhu Kraft adhesive. 
 
 
Street lamps, vending machines, and parked cars 
 
A few more car models would look good on the layout, even though there isn’t much going on in the little 
village. However, there are already two or three cars at the station belonging to train passengers who 
have parked them there. And such a model wouldn’t look out of place at the inn either. 
 
The options include white metal models from the craft box and the two Citroën GSA models (item no. 
44603) from Noch. Once suitable positions have been chosen, their locations are recorded with 
photographs. They will not be glued into the landscape today, as the immediate surroundings are still 
being finished with traces of snow in various states. 
 

For other fittings that will require cable grommets, we use yellow model-making pins with finger-protection 
grips to mark the positions. One example is the illuminated drinks vending machine from Modellland 
(3141-5) on the platform. We are looking for a covered location for it that will also provide shade, so that 
the advertising lighting will stand out later. 
 
 

We don’t want the scene to be cluttered with cars l ater, but we can’t do without them entirely. We the refore take a few test photos
assess the effect of individual scenes and the over all composition. 
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We are placing a blue ticket machine from the same manufacturer (2088-5) under the short roof overhang 
next to the door through which passengers enter the platform, but we do not need a pin marking for it. 
 
The situation is different at the two planned signal locations (advance signal and Modeba flashing light 
monitoring signal), which we will mark at this stage but which are only to be installed in a later episode. 

 
But let’s return to the platform: once all the markings have been made, four more will follow shortly, we’ll 
start drilling the holes for the cable ducts. This work is made much more difficult under the canopy; we 
have to drill at an angle here to get past the edge of the roof. 
 
The size of the drill hole is determined by the diameter of the soldered resistor and the size of the 
automatic switch base. However, let’s start with a smaller diameter (1.2 mm) to make it easier to centre 
the hole and to work our way through the hard cardboard base plate first. We will then enlarge the hole 
to its full diameter using a larger twist drill (2.2 mm). 
 
However, we must soon remove this from the pin holder and guide it by hand through the base plate of 
the assembly. Otherwise, we would get too close to the cardboard lining of the roof and risk causing 
damage at this point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 37 

We mark the intended locations for electrical acces sories with yellow model- making pins, which help us to check their visibilit y and 
impact from the planned viewer’s perspectives: the light signal (to the left, in front of the tunn el), the drinks machine (on the platform), 
four streetlamps (centre of the photo) and the flas hing light warning signal (at the back on the right ). 
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The final position of the ticket machine can be det ermined by simply trying it out (photo above), whilst for the illuminated drinks 
machine, also from Modellland, a model-making pin i s used once again. The cable passage is pre-drilled  using smaller- diameter drill 
bits and then reamed to the final size. To drill th rough the base of the layout, however, we need to r emove the twist drill (photo below) 
and drill the final centimetre freehand.  
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The final step on the platform side involves using tweezers and strong adhesive (photo above); this ensures everything fits perfectly 
and is ready for connection to the power supply lat er on. We then move on to the entrance side (photo below): there, we now drill the 
holes for connecting the four streetlamps. 
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Once all this has been done, both vending machines are glued onto the platform slab. For the drinks 
machine, the two cables must be fed through beforehand. To secure them, we use Uhu Kraft, which we 
allow to dry thoroughly on the models before guiding each one into position using tweezers and pressing 
it into place. 
 
Streetlights are also set to be installed as part of today’s construction phase. However, their positioning 
needs to be carefully planned: dangerous spots in the village must be adequately lit without reducing the 
spacing between the lights to a level significantly below that seen in the prototype. 
 
Incidentally, we have not yet deliberately observed any model railway layout that is laid out to exact scale, 
but it is precisely this that allows us to draw deliberate conclusions about the difference between seeing 
and perceiving! 
 
The selection of the lights’ locations is also intended to fulfil two further objectives: where other lighting 
features are in operation, the glow from the lights must not interfere with them, and the poles must not 
obstruct any sightlines that have been planned for subsequent photographs of detailed scenes and 
models. In some cases, they also correspond to the lines of sight of people looking at shop windows. 
 
We also mark their locations with model-making pins. These are a great help in assessing the result and 
make it easier to ensure that the distances between two streetlights are as uniform as possible, which is 
crucial for the overall impression. 
 
As the range of suitable Z scale streetlights has been severely limited following the withdrawal of small-
batch manufacturers, we had a look around an auction platform to find the best possible exam. 

We attach the curved streetlights from Jenze-Modell bau using Uhu Super Strong & Safe All-Purpose Adhes ive. The spacing between 
the four lights has been kept at equal distances.  
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We are now using curved streetlights from Jenze-Modellbau. Once the positions have been determined, 
mounting holes with a diameter of 0.9 mm (mast diameter 1.0 mm) must be drilled for them. Their wires 
can then also be routed to the underside of the layout. 
 
They are then glued in place, as well – their electrical connection will also be covered later in a follow-up 
post. In this case, we’re using Uhu All-Purpose Adhesive Strong & Safe, which we squeeze into the drill 
hole using the tip of the tube. 

 
We expect this to provide the greatest stability, particularly as we also need to press the mast a few 
millimetres into the rigid foam base to the point it feels securely in place. This improves stability but also 
prevents the streetlights from appearing too high. The resistors coming with the lights will be soldered on 
later from underneath the layout. Otherwise, the drill holes would end up larger than the diameter of the 
mast. 
 
Our layout has really improved in appearance thanks to this work. In the next episode, we’ll let it snow so 
that the cars and fir trees can be added too. By then, our landscape should look largely complete. 
 

Finally, the class 515 battery- powered railcar pulling into the station draws our attention to a number of milestones achieved in thi s 
episode, which will be crucial to the overall impre ssion of the layout later on. 
 

Material sources: 
https://www.metylan.de 
https://www.modellland.de 
https://www.noch.de 
 
https://www.pollin.de 
https://revell.com 
Panitslaszlo[at]gmail.com 
https://www.uhu.com 
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Note for English readers: The literature section that follows is not translated into English because the 
original texts of the books involved are in the German language. The original German is left here for 
information purposes only. 
 
 
Doppelband für die Baureihe 41 
Die Ochsenlok mal zwei 
 
Die Baureihe 41 erwies sich als gelungener Wurf und  brachte es in Ost und West auf eine lange 
Dienstzeit. Rekonstruiert und neu bekesselt mochten  die beiden deutschen Staatsbahnen lange 
Zeit nicht auf sie verzichten. Bei der Bundesbahn g ehörte die ölgefeuerte Ausführung als 
Baureihe 042 zu den letzten beiden Baureihen in ihr en Diensten – Zeit also für ein zeitgemäßes 
und aktuelles Lokportrait. 
 

Peter Melcher 
Die Baureihe 41 
Band 1: Geschichte, Technik, Umbauten, Einsätze I 
(Direktionen Berlin bis Hamburg) 
 
EK Medien GmbH 
Freiburg 2025 
 
Gebundenes Buch 
Format 21,0 x 29,7 cm 
336 Seiten mit 434 überwiegend S/W-Abbildungen 
 
ISBN 978-3-8446-6044-9 
Best.-Nr. 6044 
Preis 54,00 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
 
 
Peter Melcher 
Die Baureihe 41 
Band 2: Einsätze II (Direktionen Hannover bis Wuppe rtal), 
Ausland, erhaltene Lokomotiven 
 
EK Medien GmbH 
Freiburg 2025 
 
Gebundenes Buch 
Format 21,0 x 29,7 cm 
336 Seiten mit 480 teilweise farbigen Abbildungen 
 
ISBN 978-3-8446-6045-6 
Best.-Nr. 6045 
Preis 54,00 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 

 
Wie wichtig die Baureihe 41 in den deutschen Staatsbahnbeständen wurde, darüber gibt es keine zwei 
Meinungen. Als einzige Universaldampflok konnte sie nicht nur im schnellen Güterzugdienst eingesetzt 
werden, sondern übernahm immer wieder auch Personenzüge – sogar Schnellzüge waren darunter. 
Gerade in den Nachkriegsjahren ließ sich darauf nicht verzichten. 
 
Warum aber mussten die Eisenbahnfreunde dann so lange auf ein EK-Baureihenportrait warten? Das 
erste Büchlein im damals noch jungen Verlag erschien 1977, als das Vorbild bei der DB gerade 
verschwunden war. Eine Basis war also vorhanden, möchte man meinen. 
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Im Vorwort von Band 1 wird dies anschaulich erläutert: Rund 25 Jahre alt war die Idee zum Buch, doch 
der vertraglich verpflichtete Autor lieferte auch fünf Jahre nach dem vereinbarten Termin nicht. Ein neuer 
Autor war bald gefunden, der sich ans Werk machte und mit Peter Melcher zusammen das Werk auf die 
Beine zu stellen begann. 
 
Doch dann verstarb der langjährige Berufseisenbahner überraschend 2019 und alles sah nach einem 
dritten Anlauf aus. Doch Peter Melcher, der als Franke wenig Berührung zum Vorbild hatte, erklärte sich 
bereit, die Aufgabe zu übernehmen und führte sie dann auch zu Ende. 
 
Die Resultate liegen nun in zwei Bänden vor uns, die inhaltlich untrennbar sind und deshalb gemeinsam 
besprochen werden sollen. Jedes Buch wäre für sich unvollendet und unvollständig, was jeweils auch in 
einem Inhaltsverzeichnis über jeweils beide Bände schon deutlich wird. Zusammen ergeben die beiden 
Druckwerke deutlich mehr als die Summe aus Eins plus Eins. 
 
Betrachten wir sie wie ein einziges Buch, dann ergibt sich die klassische EK-Baureihenportrait-Struktur: 
Erläutert wird zunächst die Vorgeschichte, die zu dieser Lok führte, gefolgt vom Beschreiben der 
Ursprungsausführung. Bauartänderungen inklusive Einbau der Ölfeuerung schließen sich an, wobei die 
Rekonstruktion der DR in ein eigenständiges Kapitel abgetrennt worden ist. Einen Schnitt macht dann 
der Betriebsmaschinendienst. 
 
Direktion für Direktion wird dann hinsichtlich der Einsatzgeschichte über die volle Dienstzeit der Vorbilder 
abgearbeitet, wobei hier zwischen Hamburg und Hannover der Schnitt zwischen den beiden Bänden 
vollzogen wurde. Unfälle, Projekte, Verbleib und museal erhaltene Exemplare schließen, gefolgt von 
Auslandseinsätzen sowie Statistiken, die Ausführungen, wie wir es gewohnt sind. 
 
Technik und Einsatz sind also nicht klar in nur einem der beiden Bücher mit gleicher Seitenzahl zu finden. 
Wie aufgeteilt worden ist, erscheint uns dennoch nachvollziehbar, denn es musste ja eine Lösung 
gefunden werden, die zwei gleich dicke Bände hergibt. 
 
Noch länger warten wollten wir auf diese Bücher gewiss nicht, denn vor uns liegt nichts anderes, als die 
so lange vermissten Standardwerke für diese wichtige Dampflokbaureihe mit 366 Exemplaren und fünfzig 
Jahren Einsatzzeit (bei der DR). 
 
Endlich erleben wir in verständlichen und irgendwie auch packenden Texten die Zeit von 1934 
(Entscheidung zum Beschaffen) über die St-47K-Problemjahre und die folgende Blütezeit bis zum Ende 
der Dampfzeit anschaulich nach, begleitet von gut ausgewählten und hervorragend wiedergegebenen 
Fotos. 
 
Die meisten von ihnen sind Schwarz-Weiß, besonders auch die zum Dokumentieren der DR-Ost-Jahre. 
Mit einem höheren Gewicht im Band 2 finden wir jedoch auch qualitativ ansprechende Farbbilder wieder, 
die das Auge erfreuen. 
 
Dem Bann der Ochsenlok kann sich wohl niemand entziehen, was besonders auch den erhaltenen und 
teilweise betriebsfähigen Exemplaren deutlich wird. Hier erfahren Sie nicht nur, wie die BR 41 zu ihrem 
Spitznamen kam, sondern sie vertiefen auch ihre Neigung zu diese irgendwie doch besonderen 
Dampflok. Also lautet unser Rat: Nicht zögern, sondern zugreifen und sich mitreißen lassen!  

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://www.eisenbahn-kurier.de 
https://www.ekshop.de 
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Eisenbahnklassik 21 
Mehr Pop wagen! 
 
Geschichte und Geschichten sind zwei wichtige Baust eine der Zeitschrift Eisenbahnklassik. Das 
Titelthema der Sommerausgabe 2026 hat uns gleich ge fesselt, was wir auch für unsere Leser so 
erwarten. Darüber hinaus lohnt sich ein Blick aber auch, weil dieses Magazin in jetzt fünf Jahren 
seine Rolle im Zeitschriftenmarkt gefunden hat und eine bunte Themenfülle bietet. 
 
Robin Garn (Hrsg.) 
Eisenbahnklassik 
Geschichte • Kultur • Fotografie 
Ausgabe 21 (Sommer 2026) 
 
Nord Süd Express GmbH 
Hattenhofen 2026 
 
Magazin mit Klebebindung 
Format 22,5 x 30,0 cm 
100 Seiten mit über 150 teilweise farbigen Abbildun gen 
 
ISSN 2748-6427 
Best.-Nr. 302602 
erscheint quartalsweise 
Preis 14,80 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Bahnhofsbuchhandel 

 
Vor fünf Jahren haben wir den Start dieser Zeitschrift mit einer 
Besprechung begleitet. Inzwischen ist der Nord-Süd-Express zu 
einer festen Größe im Bereich der Eisenbahnfachverlage 
geworden. Auch die Eisenbahnklassik als dort erscheinende 
Fachzeitschrift ist fester Bestandteil geworden. 
 
Nun macht die Titelgeschichte der diesjährigen Sommerausgabe von sich reden. Behandelt werden auf 
vierzehn gut und informativ gefüllten Seiten die Pop-Wagen der Bundesbahn, die offiziell ja nie so hießen. 
Eng verbunden mit ihnen ist das Gründen des „DB-Design-Centers“. 
 
Schon der Begriff, vermutlich einer der ersten Anglizismen in der deutschen Wirtschaftssprache, macht 
die Aufbruchstimmung jener Jahre deutlich: Hinter der noch jungen Bundesrepublik lagen 1969 zwanzig 
Jahre ununterbrochenen Wirtschaftsaufschwungs. 
 
Beseitigt waren endlich alle Kriegsschäden, Deutschland war weitgehend souverän, in der Europäischen 
Gemeinschaft und im westlichen Verteidigungsbündnis integriert, doch endlos konnte es so nicht 
weitergehen, die erste Rezession der Nachkriegsgeschichte warf ihre Schatten voraus. 
 
Auch im direkten Umfeld der Bundesbahn hatte sich viel getan, die Individualmotorisierung und der Bau 
von Autobahnen schritten schnell voran, das Flugzeug war im Düsenzeitalter endgültig zur existenziellen 
Gefährdung geworden. 
 
Gesellschaftlich stellte die Studentenbewegung der Achtundsechziger die Vergangenheitsbewältigung 
und gesellschaftliche Moral in Frage, da viele Größen eines dunklen Zeitalters auch nach 1945 in wichtige 
Funktionen und zu Ansehen gelangt waren. 
 



Trainini ® 
������������	
�������
  

German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

July 2026 Page 42 www.trainini.eu 

Während die freie Liebe propagiert wurde, zog es von Blumen geschmückte Hippies nach San Francisco. 
Auch der Minirock, die Beatles und die Stones standen für eine heranwachsende Generation, die völlig 
anders zu allen vorherigen war. 
 
Deutschland schien in seinen Grundfesten erschüttert und erlebte einen gesellschaftlichen Wandel, der 
auch die nächsten Jahrzehnte beeinflussen sollte. Teil dieser Ära im Bereich der Kunst war die 
sogenannte „Pop Art“. Neben den für sie typischen Darstellungsweisen, besonders geprägt auch von 
Andy Warhol, blieben vor allem ihre Farben in Erinnerung – nicht umsonst als Popfarben bezeichnet. 
 
Und genau diese schienen nun auch das Eisenbahnwesen prägen zu sollen, zunächst zaghaft mit den 
bekannten Farben Chromoxidgrün und Kobaltblau, bald auch mit Purpurrot, Blutorange, Rotviolett und 
Blaulia. Gemeinsam hatten alle Wagen die kieselgraue Brüstung unterhalb der Fenster, die wohl das 
Wahrnehmen als Popfarben begründete. 
 
Die Titelgeschichte leitet gekonnt in den zeitlichen Rahmen ein – kürzer als unsere Zusammenfassung 
– und erläutert anschaulich, was die DB in ihrer großen Transformation zum modernen und modern 
wirkenden Verkehrsunternehmen bewegt hat und warum die neuen Farben solchen Anklang bei jungen 
Menschen fanden, während sie von der älteren Generation eher abgelehnt wurde. 
 
Sauber abgegrenzt wird auch, wie sich die Sichtweisen zwischen erstem und zweitem Musterzug 
geändert haben müssen: vom in sich farbreinen Zug zur Kennfarbe für eine Waggonfunktion – viel später 
in den Produktfarben teilweise wieder aufgegriffen. Ebenso wird erklärt, wie es zu den wenigen 
Sonderlinge kam, die sich vom Standard abhoben. 
 
Untrennbar verbunden sind mit den Popfarben auch die kurzlebigen DC-Züge und die Baureihen 420, 
614 und der nie gebaute 603 (für den aber immerhin zwei Wagen in Dienst gestellt wurden). Die S-Bahn-
Lackierung auch anderer Züge der nächsten rund dreißig Jahre ist ebenfalls in dieses Farbkonzept 
einzuordnen. 
 
Nicht erinnern können wir uns an eine Publikation, die dieses Konzept so umfassend wie strukturiert in 
allen Facetten, dazu auch noch mit einem vollständigen Wagenverzeichnis, zusammenfasst. Die 
begleitenden Fotos sind zu einem großen Teil bekannt, aber gerade auch im Umfeld der übrigen Bilder 
sehr wertvoll. Sie wurden nicht nur bewusst ausgewählt, sondern auch gut reproduziert. 
 
Unseren Ausführungen folgend, dürfte diese Ausgabe nicht nur Eisenbahnhistoriker ansprechen, 
sondern ist zugleich eine wahre Fundgrube für jeden Modellbahner. Schließlich gehören 
Popfarbenwagen in den Bestand fast jeder Anlage. 
 
Doch nicht nur für diesen Teil der Leserschaft bietet das Sommerheft spannende Berichte: Themen sind 
auch der CIWL-Luxuszüge „Golden Arrow“ und „Flèche d’Or“, die inklusive Fähre eine Verbindung 
zwischen London und Paris schufen, Erinnerungen an die Dampflokzeit im Norden (sehr 
empfehlenswert), der Rheingold 1962 und Erlebnisse aus Dillenburg mit der Baureihe 65, die Märklin für 
die Spur Z angekündigt hat. 
 
Und auch damit sind die Themen längst nicht erschöpft, die sich tatsächlich am Besten mit Geschichte 
und Geschichten umschreiben lassen. Neben historischen Belangen geht es hier sehr viel auch um die 
Kultur, die mit der Eisenbahn beim Reisen und im Unternehmen verbunden war, sowie natürlich 
einmalige und eben besondere Fotodokumentationen. 
 
Steigen Sie ein! Gehen Sie mit dem Nord-Süd-Express auf eine Eisenbahn-Klassik-Reise in die große 
Zeit der Eisenbahn. Dann werden Sie unsere Schwärmereien wohl schnell zu verstehen wissen.  

Publisher’s webpages: 
https://www.nordsuedexpress.de 
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Readers' letters and messages 
Zetties and Trainini in Dialogue 
 
Thank you for each letter to the editor and all the  feedback that reaches us. Write us (contact 
details are in imprint) - Trainini ® lives from dialogue with you! Of course, this also  applies to all 
suppliers in Z gauge, who would like to introduce i nnovations here. A representative sample is 
our goal. Likewise, here we note any events or meet ings with significance to Z gauge reference, 
if we are informed in time. 
 
Readers’ reviews in Trainini ® 6/2026: 

We read with interest the letter to the editor published in your magazine regarding our ‘Franzweg’ Laser-
cut series. First of all, we would like to emphasise that we expressly welcome critical reporting. Diverse 
opinions on products are an integral part of an independent trade magazine. 
 
Nevertheless, we would like to raise a point that we consider problematic. The letter to the editor uses 
the term ‘quality’ on several occasions, even though the criticism actually relates to the level of detail and 
the deliberately simple design of the models. In our view, this is a significant difference. 
 
Our product description explicitly states that the ‘Franzweg’ range is designed to offer a straightforward 
and attractively priced introduction to laser-cut model making. The models are deliberately simple in 
design and aimed at beginners. This claim is neither concealed nor downplayed – on the contrary, it is 
the central feature of the range. 
 

 
 

In its presentation, the manufacturer emphasises th e distinction between (manufacturing) quality and l evel of detail: the ‘Franzweg’ 
range is deliberately kept simple so that it can be  offered at an affordable price and provide an easy  introduction to hardboard model-
making. Photo: Michael Boost. 
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Against this background, we feel that a comparison with manufacturers such as Archistories is not 
particularly meaningful. It would be rather like judging a VW Polo on whether it offers the same level of 
comfort as a Mercedes S-Class. Both meet different requirements and are aimed at different target 
groups. 
 
However, we do not consider it factually correct to infer a lack of quality from a lower level of detail. The 
models are precisely laser-cut, designed for a perfect fit and neatly finished. Even the fine engravings, 
for example on the roofs, show that the models are by no means of inferior quality. The fact that 
particularly intricate details have been omitted is, rather, a deliberate design choice in favour of simple 
assembly and an attractive retail price.  
 
We were therefore all the more surprised that this statement was published without any context. A reader 
unfamiliar with the product could easily be left with the impression that our kits are of poor quality. In fact, 
however, the reader is primarily describing characteristics that we have deliberately designed in this way 
and which are clearly communicated in the product description. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks for your editorial comment. In our 
view, it provides a useful context for the letter to the editor and makes it clear that the simplified design 
of the models is already evident from the product information and the manufacturer’s photographs. 
 
We would nevertheless be pleased if, in future letters to the editor or product reviews, a clearer distinction 
were made between build quality and level of detail. These terms refer to different characteristics of a 
product. Deliberately simple detailing does not make a model of poor quality – just as a highly detailed 
model is not automatically of high quality. We consider this distinction to be particularly important in a 
specialist magazine, as it can be a decisive factor in many readers’ purchasing decisions. 
 
Kerstin Pirker, Spur-N-Teile.de, Germering 
 
Editor’s response: We very much welcome the presentation of the manufacturer’s perspective and the clarification of the meaning of the terms 
used in relation to their own range. With a view to diversity of opinion and objectivity, information rather than manipulation, we consider it very 
important to publish this letter in full. 
 
We would simply like to point out that letters to the editor do not fall within the editorial remit of our magazine and cannot claim to reflect the 
editorial view. We therefore do not exert any influence over the content of these letters. 
 

 
 
To mark the delivery of the latest V-320 model from  Märklin: 

With regard to the issues with the Märklin 88320 (V 320) and switch tracks, I can inform you that nothing 
has changed with the Märklin 88322 (232); unfortunately, the switch tracks are not triggered on this model 
either. 
 
Reinhard Schmidt, Hockenheim 
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Summary of the celebration at Noch: 

On 12 and 13 June 2026, Noch held an 
open day at its Wangen im Allgäu site. The 
official occasion was the company’s 115th 
anniversary. This attracted thousands of 
visitors, for whom the tour of the premises 
was a highlight. 
 
Even before the event began, some guests 
were already waiting to be let in. Families 
with children were also a key focus, with a 
craft garden inviting them to get involved 
and be creative. Little landscapes and craft 
projects were created there with great 
enthusiasm. The diorama and landscape 
modelling really did captivate people of all 
ages. 
 
 
Märklin Deliveries: 

The celebrations can begin, as Märklin has 
delivered its special edition Class 101 
“Party on!” model (item no. 88666) to mark 
the anniversary of the W:O:A 2026 in 
Wacken. The attractively designed model 
has been digitally printed and incorporates 

the latest technical features. The special packaging is also eye-catching: the standard slipcase with a 
special design. 
 

Foto: Noch 

The 101 series ‘W:O:A 2026’ (item no. 88666) has no w been dispatched. In the announcement on our website, we show the rev erse 
side with its different print design and the design  of the special packaging. 
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The DB Class 01 (88015) express steam locomotive is a more unspectacular model: for Era IIIa, it has 
now been fitted with large Wagner air deflectors, the Bundesbahn lettering, a buffer plate warning stripe 
and boiler rings. As it lacks a central smoke box damper, it can be dated to around the mid-1950s. The 
prototype, from the Braunschweig depot, was later fitted with a new boiler. 
 
Although intended for the “Blauer Enzian” long-distance express train (which has not yet been released), 
this model is a perfect match for the 1928–1930-type express train wagons, which we featured in detail 
in the July issue. 
 
 

Among the latest releases is the Class 01 express s team locomotive (88015; photo above), which matches the 1928 Bauarat carriages 
perfectly and is intended for the ‘Blauer Enzian’. It is only now, well after the German team’s elimin ation, that the North America 2026 
Class 1852 locomotive (8849; photo below) with genu ine gold-plated pantographs is available. 
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Also, now available from retailers are the covered goods wagon Gl 11 “Tannenzäpfle” (82260) and the 
two DR tank wagons from VEB Deutzen (82524), modelled on a Soviet design, which are sure not to be 
overlooked on layouts based on German designs due to their striking appearance. 
 
Just before the editorial deadline, a few more new items finally arrived. Among them is the intricately 
printed North America 2026 locomotive (88489), which is intended to replicate the Class 1852. This model 
is aimed at collectors, and is particularly appealing thanks to its gold-plated single-arm pantographs. 

 
No fewer than three newly released wagons are based on the 1st/2nd or 2nd-class ‘Donnerbüchsen’: the 
2026 Christmas wagon (80636), the freight train makeshift luggage van (87514), which lacks the typical 
paint smudges from the class numbers and non-smoking/smoking signs having been painted over, and 
the Märklin Magazine Car of the Year 2026 (87515). 

From the twin-pack featuring the Laae 540 car trans porter (88234; photo above), we are showing here just one of the two twi n sets to 
highlight more details and the lettering, which dif fers from that of the first edition. The design of the V 80 005 (88802; photo below) is 
open to debate, particularly the attached exhaust s ilencer. One thing is certain, however: its prototype, in this configuration, was no 
longer in service bearing the Bundesbahn lettering.   
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By the 1970s, only a few examples of the Laae 540 double-wagon car transporter (86234) were still in 
service; like the Era III version, the Off 52, it awaits buyers with two units in its box, unloaded. 
 
 

We are unsure about the V 80 005 with the exhaust silencer mounted on the roof (88802): we have not 
yet found any photographic evidence that this locomotive, fitted in this way, ever operated with the 
Bundesbahn lettering. 
 
The Ege biscuit was launched in 1955 and was apparently fitted to these machines, which were state-of-
the-art at the time, quite quickly. The silencers were retrofitted from 1957 onwards. Accordingly, the 2008 
H0-gauge model (36081) with the identical road number also bore the logo. 
 
 
Focus on Model Railways: 

Visitors to On traXS will be familiar with Gerard Tombroek, the author of a book we are highlighting here. 
You may not know him personally, but you have no doubt seen him at work. He has now published two 
books on selected exhibition layouts from recent years. 
 
In the second volume, *Focus op Modellspoorwegen 2*, published by Lycka till Förlag (Veenendaal, 
Netherlands), he presents 21 such layouts across 168 pages, featuring 325 colour photographs. Among 
them is Dirk Kuhlmann’s ‘Kniephaven’ – the first Z-gauge layout ever to be allowed to take part in an 
OntraXS event. 
 
According to one reviewer, the photographs reveal just how small the scale is. So, this work, which can 
be purchased for EUR 45.00 directly from the publisher (https://www.lyckatill.nl), is likely to be a good 
advertisement for our scale. 
 

With the release of the 2026 Christmas Train (80636 ) in July, Märklin has even overtaken the food reta il sector, which had no t yet 
stocked its shelves with speculoos biscuits or Domi nos before the end of the summer holidays. 
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Taubenhäuser from Yellow Dwarf: 

In real life, pigeons are often unwelcome and regarded as a nuisance. In contrast, particularly in the Ruhr 
region, there were countless pigeon racing clubs that organised races with their birds, testing their sense 
of direction, stamina and speed. Pigeons have an even longer history in our culture. 
 
Yellow Dwarf (https://www.yellowdwarf.eu) 
now offers dovecotes (item no. 60306), 
which are likely to be familiar to everyone. 
Even today, they can often be found at 
castles, manor houses or other historic 
buildings. In this sense, they are an 
indispensable feature. 
 
 
24th edition of ‘Faszination Modellbau’: 

It’s that time of year again on All Saints’ Day 
weekend: Faszination Modellbau will be 
opening its doors for the 24th time at the 
Friedrichshafen Exhibition Centre. The 
event kicks off on 30 October 2026, with All 
Saints’ Day (1 November) marking the final 
day of the exhibition. 
 
Functional model-making, model railways 
and steam engine construction are all 
represented in the border triangle at Bodensee. The fair also once again bears the title ‘International 
Model Railway Exhibition’ (IMA). 
 
 
And that’s exactly what AZL is currently delivering : 

The Southern Pacific’s ‘Bloody Nose’ livery is featured this month on the GE C44-9W diesel locomotive 
(item nos. 65101-1 to -3). The largest US railway company, Union Pacific, is expanding its fleet with 
combined A and B units of the EMD GP30 (62101-5 to -8). 
 

Two different pigeon lofts (item no. 60306). Photo:  Yellow Dwarf 

The GE C44-9W diesel locomotive (item no. 65101- 1) offers an alternative to the dominant EMD mainli ne locomotives and is now in 
service with Southern Pacific, albeit with a ‘blood ied nose’. Photo: AZL | Ztrack 
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The ideal model railway layout for the Florida East Coast EMD F7A (63018-1 / -2) is currently under 
construction by Dirk Kuhlmann, but this will not deter other fans of this railway company from purchasing 
it. The F7P passenger train variant is available as the SLSF Frisco (65310-1 / -2), whilst the more modern 
EMD SD60M for Norfolk Southern (65041-1 to -3) is on its way. 

 
The Autoflood III bulk freight wagons feature the BNSF’s ‘Swoosh’ logo and are available in packs of two 
(905701-1) and four (915701-1 / -2). The three now familiar tractor units are now being pulled by the 
orange trailer and are also available in sets of two and four (96007 to 96227). 
 
 
Delivery from Faller: 

The kit for a sawmill with a watermill (item no. 282756) from Faller, which is celebrating its anniversary, 
has now also been delivered. The two interesting buildings consist of 286 individual parts, which have 
been die-cut from thick cardboard in 8 colours. Window film for the mill building is included with the kit. 
 

B-units are now available for the first time for th e EMD GP30 (62101-7; photo above) in the UP version . The Florida East Coast EMD 
F7A (63018-1; photo below) features an attractive c olour scheme. Photos: AZL | Ztrack 
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News from Azar Models: 

The young mass-production manufacturer (https://azar-models.com) from France has put out a call on 
its website for people to submit photos of layouts featuring its models. These can be submitted via the 
social media platforms on which Azar Models is active, or by email to contact[at]azar-models.com. 
 
The deadline is 31 August 2026. The three best entries are to be displayed on the manufacturer’s 
websites. The message we received does not specify whether any prizes will be awarded. 
 

The CC72030 ‘Bicentenaire’ diesel locomotive (item no. L02-BLB), which was designed in the national 
colours to mark the 200th anniversary of the French Revolution, is currently being released. Production 
is limited to 100 units. 
 
The tank wagons recently unveiled in Altenbeken are due to be delivered in September 2026. They will 
then be available in six variants for Elf, Total, Algeco, Simotra, and Esso. 
 
 
Wunderland Anniversary Night: 

The last 80 tickets for the 25th-anniversary celebration of Miniatur-Wunderland were sold at auction at 
the end of June. Anyone who has purchased one of these tickets will, through the proceeds, enable 
someone else who cannot afford the admission fee to attend the event. 
 
It will take place on 15 August 2026 from 10.00 pm. Free drinks and food are included in the standard 
price of 150.00 EUR. 600 people will be celebrating together that night. All proceeds from the auction, in 
addition to the standard ticket price, will go to Wunderland’s charity, ‘Kleine Wunder e.V.’, which supports 
children and families facing difficult circumstances. 
 
 
Video highlights from Intermodellbau 2026: 

Messe Dortmund has produced a video review of Intermodellbau 2026 lasting around two minutes. It 
features a brief but broadly representative overview of the model-making sectors represented at the 
event, as well as a few original sound clips. It can be viewed at the following address: 
https://www.intermodellbau.de/mediathek/#aftermovie. 
 

Pre-production prototypes of the ANF tank wagons we re already on display in Altenbeken; here are the s ix variants. Elf and Esso are 
missing. 
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The situation at Roggemann Modellwerk: 

At the German site near Gifhorn, series production of the announced rolling stock began shortly before 
the editorial deadline. New machines have been commissioned, and staff are currently undergoing 
training. A number of issues relating to sales also still needed to be clarified. 
 

The first versions of the Stadler Eurodual are expected to go on sale in August. It has also been confirmed 
that 40 units of the sister model, the Euro 9000, designed by the Göppingen-based construction firm 
Leonhard Weiss, may be manufactured. 
 
 
Herpa has announced new products for September and October: 

Herpa’s fifth new product announcement once again features 1:200 scale aircraft models that may be of 
interest to Zetties. We have once again selected these based on the presence of the real-life aircraft at 
European airports and a length not exceeding 30 cm. 
 
The following models from the Wings series must therefore be registered: 
 
Condor Airbus A320 “Eintracht Frankfurt” (574082), 
Olympic Airways Douglas DC-6(B) “Isle of Lesvos” (574150), 
CSA Czechoslovak Airlines Ilyushin IL-62M (574174), and 
PGA Express Beechcraft 1900D – CS-TMV “Esquilo” (574266). 
 
In addition, for military use, there are: 
 
Bundeswehr-Feuerwehr Flugfeldlöschfahrzeug - LTG 62 Wunstorf (574167), 
Finnish Air Force McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet “Hornet Demo Team” (574211), and 
Spanish Air Force McDonnell Douglas EF-18 (F/A-18) Hornet (574228). 
 

It is not only the Stadler Eurodual from Roggemann Modellwerk for which series production is currently  getting under way. Once the 
final supplies have been delivered, the first units  are due to be delivered very soon. Photo: Christop h Maier 
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Nachauflage von WDW Full Throttle: 

As part of the previous year’s print run was faulty in places and, furthermore, a large proportion of the 
print run was supplied to a single customer, it was not possible to fulfil all orders. WDW Full Throttle 
(http://www.wdwfullthrottle.com) has now put together a new double pack (item no. FT-ZCOL74) for 
collectors from the third production batch. 
 

 
This set now includes one yellow and one green bulk goods wagon, each with a cylindrical container, for 
the North Western. They bear the road numbers CNW 460135 and CNW 490473. According to the 
manufacturer, this edition is also available in very limited numbers and is likely to sell out quickly. 
 
 

A yellow and a green CNW bulk goods wagon have been  combined into a collector’s pack (item no. FT- ZCOL74) as part of a revised 
reissue and are now on sale. Photo: WDW Full Thrott le 
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Latest news on the Rokuhan steam locomotive USRA 0- 6-0: 

The versions of the USRA 0-6-0 tender locomotive announced as new releases in the last issue, which 
are to be supplied with interchangeable parts for different road numbers, are also being added to Noch’s 
product range. The distribution partner announced this in a press release at the beginning of July. 
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